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power there is no need for a certificated man
unless the chief inspector considers it neces-
sary. To exclude all boilera used for heating
purposes would be to exclude those used in
hotels, lavndries, confectionery works, jam
factories, and many other places, which would
be highly damgerous.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN:
amendment,

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,
Hon, R. J. LYNN: I move an amendment—

That in line 3 of paragraph (£) ‘‘114°’
be struck out and “¢200°’ inserted in lieu.

There i8 no reason why a certifieated man
ahould be in charge of any of these internal
combustion engines. Even though we grant
exemption up to 200 square inches, it will
still be leaving a grave injustice on a large
section of the community uging internal com-
bustion engines.- These engines have been
in operation for many years, They were
ptimarily installed, in many instances, be-
cause it was not necessary to have certifieated
men in charge of them, in addition to which
there was no danger to fear from their use,
while in some respeets they were economical.

I will not press the

Amendment pot and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to,

Postponed Clause 55—agreed to.
First schedule—agreed to.
Seeond schedule:

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That after ‘‘machinery,’’ in the first
line, the words ‘‘except tbat whieh i3 ex-
pressly exempted by this Act’’ be ingerted.

The addition of these words will make the
achedule perfectly clear.

. The Minister for Edueation: T have ne ob-
jection to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the schedule,
as amended, agreed to.

Schedules 3 to T~agreed to.
Title—agreed to.
Bill again reported with amendments.

BILL—WHEAT MARKETING.
Asgsembly’s Message.
Message received from the Assembly noti-
fying that it had agreed to make amend-
ments Nos. 2, 3, 5 to 9 inclusive, that it had

deelined to make No. 4, and had made No. 1
with medifieations.

House adjourted ot 555 pom.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m,, and read prayers.

QUESTION—WHEAT MARKETING
SCHEME. .

Dividends and final paymenis,

Mr. WILLCOCE asked the Minister for
Agrienlture: 1, What dividends is it ex-
pected will be paid in respeet to the 1916-17,
1917-18, 1918-19, 1819-20, and 1920-21 pools?
2, When will the dividends, if any, be avail-
able for payment? 3, Is it intended to make
the mext dividends the final payments in re-
gard to any of the pools? 4, If so, on which
of the pools are final paymenta being made?
5, If final payments are not being made in
connection with any poal previously men-
tioned, when is it expected that the final pay-
ments will be made?

The MINISTER TFOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, 1916-17, 1144, per bushel; 1917
18, 1d. per bushel; 1918.-19, 4d. per bushel;
1919-20, 1s. per bushel; 1920-21, 1a. per
bushel, less rail freight. 2, The 1920-21
dividend should be available within a month,
and the others within twe montks. 3 and 4,
Yes, with respect to the 1915-16 pool. 5,
Possibly the earlier pools will be finalised
within aix months, and the 1920-21 pool a
little later.

QUESTION-—MUNICIPAL (CORPORA-
TIONS ACT AND RATING.

Mr. J. THOMSON asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is he aware that general dis-
aatisfaction has heen caused omong rate.
payers in suburban municipalities by a state-
ment that he was doubtful whether a Muni-
cipal Corporations Bill would be intreduced
this session? 2, If he is unable to introduce
such a Bill th:s geusion, will he havg a short
Bill drafted giving power to municipal coun-
cils to rate on the ummprmed value of [and,
in the same manner as is provided in the
Road Districts Act?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No. 2, The question is under considera-
tion.
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QUESTION —UNIVERSITY ENDOW-
MENTS.

Mr. McCALLUM asked the Premier:
What is the present estimated value of all
iand and other cndowments which are held
by the University?

The PREMIER replied: Endowment lands
embrace 4,011 acres 2 roods 25 perches, value
£62,185 (1913); 999 years’ lease at Crawley,
arezs 102 acres 0 roods 8§ perches, value
£13,000 {1912); 61 acres 0 roods 10 perches,
value £13,230 (1915), at Crawley, i3 to" be
granted in fee simple when certain pending
questions are settled, in exchange for land
tesumed from the University at Subiaco;
land and buildings in Pier-street, oecupied
by the University, are the property of the
Crown, and are held at will, free.

QUESTION—PREMIERS3’ CONFERENCE,
RESULTS.

Mr. McCALLUM asked the Premijer: Is
it his intention to teport to this House the
result of the proceedings of the recent con-
ference of Premiers and afferd members an
opportunity of expressing their views upon
the decisions arrived at?

The PREMIER replied: I have published
a report of the proeeedings of the confer-
ence. The matters discussed will come before
Parliament in due course.

BTLL—CONSTITUTION FURTHER
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by Hon, P. Collier, and read a
first time.

BILL—PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE.
Report of Committee adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1921-22,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr, Stubbs
in the Chair,

Hon. H. K.

Dopartment of Agrieulture;
Maley, Minister. : .
Vote—Agriculture  genesally,  £59,883

(partly considered):

Mr. BAMPSON (Swan) [441]: T desire
first of all to express my personmal thanks to
the Premier for his thoughtfulness in having
organiged the South-Western visit of inspec-
tion and having made the necessary arrange-
ments in connection therewith. I greatly ap-
preciate, also, the kindnesa of the various
members representing the South-West in ar-
ranging numerous details connected with the
tour, thus ensuring to all those participating
in the inspection opportunities of geeing
everything that was to be seen. To very many
of us the ingpection was an eyc-opemer. Un-
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doubtedly the great potential wenlth of the
SBouth-West is now fully recognised by mem-
bers of the Assembly. I feel that the present
time is opportune for a big forward move-
ment in the South-West, and I have no hesi-
tation in saying that whatever reasonable
proposal may be brought forward by the Gov-
ernment for the development of the South-
‘West will receive warm support in this Cham-
ber. Bearing that in mind, it is to me a
matter of surprise that these Eatimates show
an amount £5,980 less to be expended on ag-
riculture than the amount so applied in the
last finanecial year. The development of the
State ealls for the expenditure of money, and
money would be wisely spent in the develop-
ment of that great unusued territory, the
South-West. Prom oune centre the party
travelled 12 miles without seeing a human
being or passing a human habitation. That
may seem almost ineredible, but I can assere
hon. members it was so.

Mr, Pickering: Where was that?t

Mr. SAMPSON: In the Capel distriet.
Apart from the South-West, thera is much
other land which shonld be developed; for
instance, the flat country around the metro-
politan arca and- adjacent to the hills dis-
trict. Those lands will, I hope, receive con-
sideration when the scheme of development
is brought into full swing; and T urge the
Minister for Agriculture to give his earnest
attention to the matter. Now is the time.
There is a strong feeling in favour of de-
velopment, We feel that we must look to
agriculiure in its various forms to stabilise
the State, The opportunity exists to-day, and
[ trust the Minister will uge his utmost en-
deavours to seize it, sa that our lands may
be brought into use. Apurt from the various
crops which ean be grown in the South-West
and in certain portions of the hills distriet,
there is the dried fruit industry. When that
great leader—for he is a great leader—Mr.
C. J. de Garis was in Western Augtralia, he
vigited some of the Upper Swan vincyards,
and as a result expressed the opinion that the
best vineyard in Awustralia is to be found in
that district, Now, C. J. de Garis was born
in a district whiech has developed the growth
of fruit for drying; and I take it there are
few men better qualified to express an
opinion on the subject. Mr, de Caris was
very much impressed with' thode lands, as
was also Mr. de Garis eenior, whom I had the
honour of taking out to Maida Vale some
time back. I hope this Chamber will show,
by the reception of the development scheme
when that scheme is submitted, that it believes
in its own country. Let us do all that is
poasible i order to develop our great unused
territories. The argument employed here
time after time as to foreing into use our
unoecupiad lands received solid support dur-
ing the Bouth-Western visit of inepection. 1
refer to the fact, already mentioned, that on
one occasion at least the parlinmentary
party travelled a distamce of 123 miles with-
out seeing a haman being or & human habita-
tion. Throughout the trip an outsanding
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feature undoubtedly was the absence of
scttlement. QOut from Busselton there is re-
markable settlement—a Spanish settlement on
what appears to be third quality land. Proof
ja not lacking, however, that the land in
question is really first gquality land, because
first class citrns and vines are growing on
the land.

Mr, Wilson: Who owns the land?

Mr. SAMPSON: Different people. It is
all alienated. As a result of that visit we
have all the arguments necessary to support
the Premier in bringing in an unimproved
land tax, and thus force into use those un-
improved lands. When it is remembered that
on one occasion we traversed a distance of
12 miles without seeing a humap habitation,
it will be understood how heavy is the bur-
den on those charged with the provision of
roads. The settlers in that distriet them-
selves provided upwarde of £200 towards the
cost, but.I claim it is not fair that they
should be ealled upon like that. There is no
better country in Australia than some of the
land not far from Perth. The time has come
wher we must develop those lands and so
preclude the further bringing in of dried
fruit products from other countries, particu-
larly those from the Mediterranean, The
products of those countries are generally re-
garded as being very unclean, some even de-
nounce them as being filthy. Australia pro-
duces the very best fruit for drying, It is
at Jeast equal to the beat American products,
and there iz no justification whatever for
the imporiation of dried froit. It is gratify-
ing to know that the department has decided
to engape a number of experta whose work
will be entirely in the field, giving instruction
and advice to those following different forms
of agriculture, It is a very important work,
and it will prevent the planting of orchards
in unsuitable localities and the planting of
unsuitable varieties of trees. The advice of
those experts should be of the utmost value.

Hon. P. Collier: This is not new. We have
always had those experts working in the field,
notwithstanding which grave mistakes have
been made.

Mr, SAMPSOX: The experts will be gunided
by those mirtakes, and I hope they will bring
about 'a marked improvement. There are in
this State many orchards which have been
planted in wnsuitable localities or which con-
tain trees of unsuitable varieties,

Mr. Davies: How do you know that?

Hon. P. Collier: Time has proved it.

Mr. SAMPSOX: It is 3 great pity that
this has happened. Many of the trees are
not worth the eost of pruping. It haa been
said time and time agein, but T am hopeful
that if T eontinue to repeat it, members will
begin to believe it. T appreciate the state-
ment in the report of the Department of
Agrieulture that experts are to go out and
advise growers in the field.

Hon. P. Collier: That statement has been
a hardy annual in that report for the last
10 years.

[ASSEMBLY.}

Mr, SAMPSON: If it has been in the
report for the last 10 years, let us hope that
really effective work will be done this year.
It would be unfair to the department to say
that without also saying that many of the
inspectors are deoing splendid work., Some"
six or seven years ago they either did not
have the knowledge or did not work as in-
dunstriously as they are working to-day. I
cheerfully acknawledge the work they are
doing; but we have to go further and edw-
cate those who, eomparatively gpeaking, are
tgnorant of fruit growing, so that unenitable
varieties of trees will not be planted. Special
training and special schools for the teaching
of agricutture will reeceive the support of
every member of the House, Recently I had
the privilege of visiting the sehool of agri-
culture at Narrogin. Public approval is un-
grudgingly given to the establishment and
maintenance of such institutions. At that
school a number of lads are learning many use-
ful subjects which will be of the utmost value to
them when they take up farms or orchards.
I can assure the Minister that every econ-
sideration will be aeecorded to the establigh-
ment of schools and the provision of expert’
knowledge, in whatever form it may take. On
the trip through the South-West the great
value of the dairying industry was impressed
upon us. Last year over £800,000 went out
of the State for dairy produets. That state
of affairs should be stopped as soon as pos-
sible. During our visit we saw wonderful
growths of subterranesn clover. It is held
that this remarkable fodder will prove the
salvation of the South-West., It thrives won-
derfully on lands of apparently poor class
That is another remarkable feature of the
South-West: On one side of a road may be
seen a fine crop of potatoes, wlereas on the
other side the land appears to be useless.
In the past with overweening confidence it
Iias been said that those lands were actually
useless, but experience has proved that they
will successfully grow root erops, subterranean
clover and other fodders, and generally are
capable of being brought into useful pro-
duction. One of the greatest needs of this
State is the provision of sufficient cold stor-
age. Cold storage among other things is use-
ful for earrying over stocks of eggs from
the glut season. The departmental report
discloses that last year this was done, When
the market price of eggs was 1s. 3d. per
doren, eggs were put into cold storage, and
released when the price reached 2s. per dozen.
The eggs were found to be quite satisfactory,
thrs proving that cold storage is suitable for
maintaining them in good condition.

Hon. P. Collier: Cold storage has been
largely responsible for raising the cost of
living in Anustralia.

Mr. SAMPSOXN:
that.

Hon. P. Collier: The hon, member has just
shown thai eggs were put into cold storage
at 1a. 3d. per dozen and released when the
price was 2s. per dozen.

I am amazed to hear
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Mr, SAMPSON But without the cold stor-
age you would not have had the eggs. Colid
storage guaranteed a continuity of supply.

An Hon. Member: But deprived the
workers of cggs, -
Mr., SAMPSON: T can assure the hon.

member that the workers were amongst the
best purchasers of eggs, even when the price
was 44. a dozen.

Hon. T. Walker: Onh!

Mr. SAMPSON: Now-a-days it is possible
to preserve eggs in the house, and far-sighted
housckeepers adopt that course. 'That is a
feature which should receive greater considera-
tion. I am hopeful that the poultry industry
will continue to develop. Several good or-
ders fromt prospective buyers in JIndia have
had to be reluctantly declined owing to
shipping space being unprocurable, With
the regular running of our own boats it will
be possible to bring about an improvement in
this direction. 1 repeat most emphatically
that refrigerators are necessary if we are
to have continuous supplies of fruit, butter,
eggs and other similar products. In Perth
we have a refrigerating plant. 1 should
like to see a report obtained from an expert
in order that we wmight learn definitely
whether that refrigerating plant is justified.
I am of opinion that it is out of date, and
that it would pay to erect s modern plant.
This would give the growers an opportunity
to place their fruit in cold storage during
the glut season.

The Minister for Agrienlture: The pro-
vision of a refrigerator is a municipal, not
a Government enterprise,

Mr. SAMPSON: It is a Government re-
frigerator, and is quite obsalete, We should
c¢ongider whether it is worth wmaintaining
it in its present form. Tt is always under
repair, very expensive to work, and greatly
restricted in space.

The Minister for Agrieulture: We have
at Fremantle the most up to date refrigera-
tor in the world.

Mr. SAMPSON: T learn with regret that
there is a deeline in the area under orchards.
Various rcasons are put forward for this
deeline.  Onc is that wrong varicties of
trees have been planted, while another theory
has it that the deercase has been brought
about by war conditions. Some of the main
reasons for the decrease are, lack of ship-
ping space, insufficient notice when ships
ping space is available, absence of correet
marketing facilities and the heavy price of
cases. In this connection T think some com-
sideration should be given to our growers.
Although we have our own State sawmills,
we find that the price of fruit cases on the
crehards is uearly 1ls. each.

The Minister for Works: We cannot aiford
to eut them for nothing.

Mr. SAMPSON: I believe that if the act-
ual cost of the cases were worked out it
vould be found to be considerably less than
the price charged to the growers.

The Minister for Works: You are guite
wrong in your belief,
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Mr. SAMPSON: At Pemberton we had
the privilege of secing fruit case wood cut,
and I felt pleased with the labour-saving
applianees which were being used. But it
seems to me incredible thut those cases should
coyt anything like the charge which is levied
upon the growers. Before the war we were
buying pine ecase wood imported from Sean-
dinavia at under 53, per dozen; to-day the
price for local case wood is more ‘than
double that.

Mr, O’Loghlen: What ure the spot mills
chiarging to-day?

Mr. SAMPSON: They are selling it at :.
lower price than the State mills,

Mr., O’Loghlen: How much lower?

Mr. SAMPSON; T understand that the
product of the spot mills varies; in some
localities it is 73. 6d. I was told at Capel
that there was a small spot mill where they
were able to obtain ecase woopd at Ts. 6d. or
7s. 9d. per dozen. I believe that if the costs
in conncction with this case wood were gone
into it would be found possible to provide
the growers at a cheaper rate.

The Minister for Works: You had better
go dewn and manage the State Sawmills.

Mr. SAMPSON: Not at all, but I do feel
that it should be possible to reduce the coat.
The difficulty in regard to the export of fruit
ig emphasised by the fact that Eastern ship-
pers appear to have the monopoly of the
shipping space. It usually happens that when
spacc is made available for Western Austra-
lia the fact i3 communicated only just before
the vessel reaches this State, and it is then
sp late that the growers are put to the utmost
trouble and inconveniencc in making, their
arrangements to utilise that space. They
must guarantee that they will take a certain
quantity of space, and 1f, when the ship ar-
rives, it ia found impossible to takc all the
fruit that is available, the unfortunate
grower bas no redress. [f, on the
other hand, the grower has no fruit ready to
put on beard, he is calledl upon to pay for
the space which he has engaged. Last year
o considerable amount of ineonvenience was
cansedl to growers. One grower at Bridge-
town told mc that he had made the necessary
arrangements, and when his fruit was sent
to port it could not be takem on the hoat.
It was put inte cold storage and taken out
again on the arrival of another boat. Owing
to some difficulty, even that vessel conld not
take it, and again it had to be put back into
cold storage. The various handlings and the
changes in the temperaturc resulted in the
Eruit being se damaged that it had to he de-
stroyed. This kind of thing is peeuliar to
Western Australia only becanse of the faet
that Eastern growers have a monopoly in re-
gard to the space which is available. Cold
storage is essential, not only for fruit but
for potatoes as well, and if it were available
it would not be neceessary for us te import
potatoes from Mount Gambicr and Vietoria.
That is a very important matter and I hope
the Minister will give it his best considera-
tion and see, if it is at all possible, to pro-



1616

vide refrigerators, modern and large enough,
for the prowers. We have a Government re-
frigerator, but it should be brought up te
date or serapped. The time may not be far
distant when we will have a regular steam-
ship service of which the fruitgrowers will
be able to avail themselves. There is an un-
limited market for apples in the old world,
and we should be prepared to avail ourselves
of that service immediately it comes alout.
I regret that the Minister had to reduce his
Estimates w#nd that he has not Leen able to
make provision for some of these necessary
requiretnents. [ am of the opinion—and this
opinion is confirmed by our recent visit to
the South-West—that Western Australia s
on the threshold of advaucement, We look
to the Premier and the Government, as well
as to members of the House, to give the ut-
most support to the forward meovement
which, [ liclieve, is to be made. Tf Western
Australia is to advance, primary industries
must be developed, and T say unhesitatingly
that a pood, boll, forwawml poliey is the
pelicy we shounld adopt.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a good, bold,
round phrase,

Ar. ('Loghlen:
before.

Mr. SAMPSON: But never before has the
need heen so great, nor the opportunity so
gooil. We have seen the quality of the
land; we have seen lmmense spaces in the
South-West and we cannok come to any
other conclusion but that, if Western Aus-
tralia is to do any good for herself, she

And we have heard it

must take advantage of the possibilities
which exist.

Hou. P, Collier: ‘‘Hansard’’ is full of
gimilar speecles. .

Mr. BAMPSON: We are closer to the

markety of the old world than are our East-
ern neighbours, but unfortunately we are
not able to inake our own arrangements for
export. When the policy to which I have
referred comes into force, it will then, I
hope, be posgible to ecarry out ocur own ar-
rangements and fill up all the space which
will be vlaced at our dispesal. The great
esvential, of course, in money,

Hon, I, Collier: We must admit that it
iz a bit of a worry,

Mr. SAMPSON: T am wondering whether
it would not he possible, realising the great
diffirulties the Motherland is going through,
to procure an increased number of suitable
immigrants. Great RBrituin bas wmore men
than she needs; in faet the preponderance
of males is eansing a pood deal of anxiety.
I put forward the suggestion—if may not be
new—ithat the time lLas arrived when we
should take hold of the wsubject aml deal
with it in a thorengh way, Would it not he
a reasongble thing to suzgest that the Pre-
mier shovld go to Ingland and put the posi-
tion of Western -Anutralia before the authori-
tieg there!

AMr. Muunsie: Do not sugpest that or he
will go immediately.

[ASSEMBLY.)

My, SAMPSON: I have full confidence im
the Minister for Agricnlture, but I econsider-
that the Premier should be scut by Parlia-
ment on this inission,

Mr, Teesdale: Quite enough row is made
if he goes to the North to see his own coun-
try; do not send him outside the State.

AMr. O'Loghlen: We have Sir James Con-
rolly in England.

Mr, SAMPSOX: I have no desire to dis-
cuss the Agent General here.

Hon. P. Collier: Why not send the ‘‘ Ean-
garoo'’ on snel a mission when she returns
from Java?

Mr. SAMPSOXN: T an on solid ground
when [ suggest that the PPremier should go
to the OI1 ‘Country to lay the position be-
fore the British autherities in sueh a way as.
t¢ ecompel thein to realise the importance of
peopling this great laml of ours. Western
Australin is part of the Empire, and if we
are fo become a still werthier part, it must
be developed and we must have immigrants
and money. I have every confidence in the
Premier. He is well qualified, transparently
honest, thoroughly practical, and above
everything he possessex a full knowledge of
the State.

Hon. P. Collier: Is this a subtle move to
get someone else into his place?

Mr. PICKERING (Suossex) [310]: T,
too, desire to tender my thanks to the Pre-
mier for initiating the tour of the South-

West,

Hon. P. Collier: And to the Busselton
residents for their attention,

Mr, PICKERING: Unfortunately the

tour was much too rapid, for while members
hal every opportunity of sceing as much as
could he erowded intot those few days, there-
was o good deal which had to be left unseen.
I very much regret that the Premier was un-
able to lead that expedition, but T feel sure
that had he been with us, the trip under his
guidance would have proved even tnore sue-
evssful, The Premier is intimately acquainted
with the South-West and he has the develop-
ment of that part of the State at heart,

Hon. P. Collier: You are refleeting on the
Minister who led the tour.

Mr, PICKERING: 1 do not carc how my
remarks are construed; I am stating my
honest opinion. The trip was quite success-
ful and will go far towards strengthening the
honds of the Government when they nubmit
to the House the vote for the development of
that part of the State. T regret that the
Minigter for Apgriculture was not a member
of the party on this ovension, and especially
becaunse of the remarks he made on the ocea-
sion when T was dealing with the develep-
ment of that purt of the Btate, If he had
heen with us 1 am sure his views would have
Leent considerably broadened,

Mr. Munsie: That is 2 necessary thing to
have done.

The Minister for Agriculture:
very unkiml.

That is
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Mr. PICKERING: Secing that he is so
fully nequainted with the requirements of
that portion of the State to which he belongs,
T am satisfied that during the period of his
office he will take every opportunity of
making himselt familiar with that portion of
the Btate over which the recent trip was
maile. T regret that T have not the eloguence
of the leader of the Parliamentary party on
this oecasion, that I might depict to the
Committec in flowery language the impres-
sions that we gained in the recent visit to
this beautiful part of the country. We have
in the Chamber, however, & gentleman, in the
person of the member for Forrest, who will
no doubt give us an example of his cloquence
when he takes the floor. T have to thank
the mewmber for Swan for his kindly refer-
ences to members from the South-West. T
helieve I am speaking for other members
from that part of the State when I say that
any little serviece we were able to render to
visiting members, or any kindness that was
meted out by us, was given with the greatest
pleasure and with the fullest- desire to assist
them in seeing as much of the country as
possible.  Our services were given in the in-
terests of the distriets we represent as well
as the interest of the State. I should like to
say a few words about the Agricultural Esti-
mates. Sinee the ehange in porifolio we have
kad a change in administration, and this
change has been on lines that were in opera-
tion prior to the advent of the present Min-
ister. Before the member for Greenough
took charge of this position we had a director
of agrienlture in contrel of the department.
This, however, was given up in favour of the
prevailing usage, The Government have seen
fit, however, to cffect a change in the eon-
trol. I lhope the appointment will be more
Insting than the previous appointment. I re-
gret, seeing that the necessary development
of the State will be directed more particu-
larly to the South-West that we have not a
man who is more familiar with the eclass of
agriculture appertaining particularly to that
centre. I have every confilence in Mr. Sut-
ton as a wheat expert. He has proved him-
self a capable man in that direction, but,
whether he will be able to attend to the many
and diverse problems which surround the
South-West, is another matter.

Mr. Harrison: We have a lot of other
experts.
Mr, PICKERING: There was one who

was recently dismissed. I refer to Mr. P, G.
Wickens, who was very much devoted to the
interests of the South-Wesat, I regret, his
removal from office. Seeing that the devel-
opment of the South-West is of such vast im-
portance, I would draw attention to the fa:ct
that whilst we have had a wheat commis-
sioner who is supposed to have devoted the
whole of his time to the development of the
wheat industry—much of his valuable fime
was occupied with other offices—we have had
no expert to deal with the cereal evops and
other crops particularly belonging to the
South-West. I trust the head of the depart-

. 1617
ment will devote considerable attention to
suctt things as barley, oats and rve crops
grown in these eentres, We eould greatly
improve our oat production in the Seuth-
‘West by the introdnction of other species of
oats not previously grown there. The oat
chiefly grown is the Algerian, Considerable
improvements might be made on that score.

Mr, Simons; What about flax?

Mr. PICKEERING: T have been in con-
ference” with many of the potato growers in
my eleetorate, who have found that the pro-
duction of potatoes has not always been pro-
fitable, anil they have asked me to investi-
gate the question of the production of flax.
The report does not disclose very muck of in-
terest iu thot eomneetion. I have brought
this matter personally under the notiee of
the Director of Agrieulture, and hoped an
investigation would have been speeially made
in this direetion, If the potato lands have
fc go out of production bheeause of the diffi-
enlty of disposing of the produce on a pay-
able hasis, it will be necessary to replace
that industry with a highly remunerative one
in order to oceupy those lands. Another thing
which must be horne in upon the agriculturist
of the South-West 13 the necessity for
fallowing. One of the oldest farmers there,
Mr. Frank Venn, who has one of the best
propertics at Dardanup, has, after years of
experience, decided that he can only get the
best results himself by going in for fallow-
ing.. He is a capable farmer and a good
business man. The lessons to be learned as
a result of his treatment uof the land should
be demonstrated by the various officers of
the department entrusted with that duty.

Mr, Money: They follow that system now.

Mr. PICKERING: It has not been so
much followed in the SBouth-West as in the
wheat areas, So far as stock is conecerned,
I am glad the Inspector of Stock and the
sheep men are giving serious attention to
this question. During the reccnt tour of the
South-West T was very much struck by the
vast improvement which has taken place
in the dairy herds, Every member who
went there must have been similarly im-
pressed. There is still very mueh room for
stock inspectors to travel throughout the
South-West, and emphasise to the farmers
the importance of improving their dairy
herds. By this means we can hope to get
much better returns from the dairying in.
dustry than has been the case in the past.

The Minister for Agriculture: We have a
dairy expert. .

Mr. PICKERING: Bheep should also re-
ceive more attention, In the various parts
of the South-West different sheep do better
than others. Tt should be impressed upon
growers that it is advisable te go in for
those breeds of sheep which are best suited
to the particular districts. In the part of
my electorate in which T am personally in-
terested, it is borne in upon growers that
the Romney Marsh is the best breed to go
in for. The Government are to be con-
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gratulated on the active measures they have
taken with regard to the dingo pest. It is
still a serious pest in certain portions of
the South-West. I trust they will continue
their active operations, and continue the
assistance they have given in the past to
the various vermin boards. The result of
the work of these hoards has been that
farmers have been able to show a consider-
able improvement in their stovk holdings
as against previons years. Members who
went on the trip must have been impressed
with the importance of the subject so well
dealt with by the member for Bunbury,
when speaking on this vote. I regret that
the hon, member had not an opportunity of
dealing at greater length with the subjeet.
I refer particularly to the question of
@rainage. From Pinjarra to Busselton it is
quite evident that there is neeessity for an
advanced scheme of drainage, Members
must be in sympathy with any assistance
which the Government might be prepared
to give to that end. I understand the
Agricultural Department has a draining
.machine, which they are prepared to lend to
farmers who are desirons of acting in co-
operation. No scheme of drainage can be
of mueh value unless it ia carried out on
national lines. We must have a main drain
to overcome the difficulties,

Mr. Money: A big comprehensive scheme,

Mr. PICKEERING: There is no gquestion
about that. All the members who went
on this trip, and saw the results which
had followed the draining of the country,
must have been impressed by the faet that
properties had increased in value at least
100 per cent. as a result of the work done.
Having looked at the wonderful pastures
and fine crops in the South-West where
drainage has been made, T think they would
be prepared fo support the Premier in any
measure that he might bring down to deal
adequately and efliciently with this prob-
lem. It is hardly necessary for me to speak
of the roads, for those memhers who went
on this frip saw for themselves what they
were like.

Mr. Davies: They were very bad.

Mr. PICKERING : They were hard to
beat for the bad state of repair in which
they were. Tn some instances the cars had
to turn back bhecause of the state of the
voads. Tt is impossible for the farmers to
condoet their business satisfactorily along
sueh thoroughfares. We should have main
roads taken away from the control of the
local road boards, and have machinery some-
thing on the lines of the Vietorian Country
Roads Act to deal with the matter. Coun.
try road boards lhiave more than they can
do to look after the feeder roads. Members
must have been strnck with the abundance
of gravel lying along the railway system. The
policy enunciated by the member for Bun-
bury for making this gravel available to
the road boarda at a nominal cost is an
excellent one, and if carried inte effect
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should greatly relieve the position. Every
member must have appreciated the vital
necessity for afforiing every possible voun-
venience to growers to take their produve
to market and bring their necessities back
from the railway., With regard to the fruit
industry, the member for Swan said that
for 12 miles from Cajpel he did not pass one
habitation. [ would point out that the
road lies mainly in jarrah country, bat all
along from Capel to the head of the river,
there are closely settled properties of con-
siderable wvalue. It is all good land whieli
borders the Capel River, and there are some
of the best orchards in Western Australia
there. The member for mwan did not say
that when he reached the end of his journey
he found some of the most beantiful
orchards, efficiently and properly worked.
One of the things that muost have impressed
nembers who visited the South-West was
the vast area under orchards, Only a small
proportion of that area was seen by mem-
bers, but they must have understood how
valuable the industry was. I regret that
it has not received the care and selicitude
from the Government it so thoroughly de-
serves, The industry laboured under great
bandicaps and difficnlties during the war.
Now there is u chance of recovery for it,
and there is an opportunity for the Govern-
ment to do their best to make the position
more favourable. The overseas market is
one of the most imporiant questions, See-
ing that the de-contrel of shipping will
shortly take place, early arrangements
should be made by the various bodies which
deal in fruit, to reach the overseas markets,

Mr. Money: It is being done.

Mr, PICKERING: Tt is better that the
growers should do what they can for them-
selves in this matter. We muat endeavour to
improve our loeal market also. [ beligve that
under the system of co-operative trading be-
tween the fruit growing anit the wheat grow-
ing centres, a ecounsiderable avenue for the
cistribution of fruit will be provided. It is
neeessary that we should avail ourselves of
our nearest port. That shonld he the basis of
the policy in connection with the fruit in-
dustry. TIllustrations have bLeen given to me
showing the wonderful temperature at which
it was possible to put fruit from Mt Barker
inte the holds of ships at Alhany. At this
distance from port the fruit can be kept at a
low temperature and put straight into the
hold in a condition which practically ensures
it reaching its destination sound, TIf the
growers of the South-West are foreed to
send their produee over the rail fo Fremantle,
sometimes in the heat of the summer, it ig
not to be expected that the froit will ar-
rive at its destination in a proper eondition.
The time is opportune for arriving at some
deeiston regarding central markets. The Min-
ster for Agriculture said that the question
of cool storage was a matter for the muni-
eipal aunthorities. Tt i3 necessary that a de-

- rision shall be speedily arrived at between

the Government and the Perth ity Council
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as to the provision of central markets in
Perth. I have read the reports of the Roval
(‘ommission and the select commiitee which
sat in Melbourne to deal with this subjeet,
and T ean assnre the Committee that there
are many and diverse difficulties to be over-
come before this question can he satisfac-
torily determined. The question is one worthy
of inquiry by a seleet committee or Royal
Commission, beeause it will involve the ex-
penditure of & considerable sum of money and
the decision, when onee arrived at, will be for
all time. I hope the Minister will give this
matter his serious and generous econsidera-
tion, so that the difficulties facing the pro-
ducers of the State regarding the disposal of
their products locally, may be overcome. It
.is necessary to get the” best prices for our
fruit, and the best means of achieving that
will be the establishment of centralised
packing sheds, Tf that is not done, the grad-
ing of the fruit will suffer. Although there
are some growers who grade their frait pro-
perly, there are many of them who do not do
s0; the results are disastrous. Omne of the
greatest difficulties regarding Australian ean-
ned fruit on the Liondon market has recently
heen demenstrated, and it is that the grading
has not heen properly attended to. The same
thing applies to green fruit. Tf the State
assisted in the establishment of central pack-
ing sheds on the same lines as assistance has
heen afforded the butter manufacturing in-
dustry, sufficient packing sheds could be
established with tesults that would redound
to the advantage of the producers and of the
State. In June last, the Primary Producers’
Association convened a conference of fruit-
growers who were representative of most
parts of the State. The deeision arrived at
on that oceasion was that there was a neces-

gity for the proper grading of fruit and, in-

"the opinion of the conference, the best means
to be adopted to achieve that end was the
establishment of packing sheds under proper
control. )

The Minister for Works: Are you repre-
senting the views of those people?

Mr. PICKERING: Exaetly; they are not
my views alone. I look forward to the time
when it will be possible to reduce the freights
on fruit earried over the railways. It is
necessary that the greatest possible encourage-
ment should be given to the producers, The
reduction in railway freight and the clim-
ination of the middleman would be of great
advantage and benefit to the producérs and
constmmers alike,. We must take every advant-
age of the geographical position of the State,
and T trust that the people undertaking the
handling of the fruit erop this year, will see
that adequate space is secured to enable us
to take advantage of that geographical po-
sition. I also jock forward to the time when
the Minister for Works, as the Minister in
charge of the State timber mills, will be able
to reduce the priee of fruit cases

The Minister for Works: I will tell you
all about fruit cases.

1619

Mr. PICKERING: T am convinced that
the Minister will do so. T do not say it from
a eritical point of view, but I consider that
as soon as a reduction in the priee of fruit
cases ecan possibly be made, it should be
made, The State trading concerns were intro-
duced in the interests of the people affected,
in order that they might get their require-
ments provided at the lowest possible cost.

The Minister for Works: Then, why eriti-
cise them because they do not pay?

My, PICKERING: T was pleased to read
that among the subjects considered at the
Premiers’ conference in Melbourne reecently,
was the question of finding suitable markets
for our products. If we are to encourage pro-
duction in Western Australia, we must make
adequate provision for the digposal of our
products.

Mr, Harrison: If that were done, it
would he more than half the battle.

Mr. PICKBERING:  Although there has
been some criticism regarding the trip of
the State motor-ship ‘‘Kangaroe,'" referred
to by some people as the ‘‘ Jamberoo,'’ I be-
lieve that pgood results will follow that
expedition, One of the principal diffienlties
affects soft fruit., I consider it will be
found possible to dispose of a lot of our soft
fruit in the markets of the Straits Settle-
ments, India and Singapore, if proper ship-
ping spaece is made available. We are faced
with the possibility of a great inercase in the
production of seft fruits this year, and that
will present a difficulty. It is impossible to
convert the fruit into jam because of the
iniquitons imposition on sugar which pre-
vents the loeal manufacturer from- turning
the fruit into jam and into the tinned article.
On top of the many handicaps the producers
and mwanufacturers of Western Australia
have to faee, they are called upon to pay
£20 a ton for sugar more than is necessary.
It is intolerable that while.the Federal Gov-
erument are prepared to make a concession
for the manufacture of jam for export, sugar
required in the manufactore of jam for local
consumptien has te pay the full price.
Where the equity of such an arrangement
comes in, T am at a loss to understand.
Surely the people of Western Australia should
have the benefit of cheap sugar just as many
members advocate the advantage of cheap
wheat for the consumers. Those who advo-
cate cheap wheat, should be prepared to ad-
voeate the provision of cheap sugar as well.

Mr. Marshall: The Country Party are re-
sponsible for that position. Why kick about
it now? .

Mr. A, Thomson: The Country Party are
not respensible for the sugar position,

Hon. P. Collier: That is about the one
thing they are not responsible for.

Mr, PICKERING: The volue of the fruit
industry last year was £707,658. It is an-
ticipated that the export of apples will in-
crease to 500,000 cases. In 1020 the frunit
exported included: 153,423 cases of apples,
14,752 cases of pears, and 16,316 cases of
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grapes. All that fruit was disposed of at
more or less satisfactory prices.

Mr. Money: That record represents omly
a third of what eould have been disposed of,
had the conditions been different.

Mr. PICKERING: Quite so, but those
figures give an indieation of the value of
the fruit industry. It is understood that the
apples for export will increase to 500,000
cases in o year or two. In these cirenm-
staices, the Committee will realise how im-
portant it is to provide adequate means for
the disposal of owr fruit at prices satisfae-
tary to the grower. Another problem worthy
of investigation is the cstablishmeni of Qe-
hydration plants. Mr. de Garis has deemed
it advisable to erect a plant at EKendenup.
If Mr. de Garis is prepared to erect a de-
hydration plant on what is practieally virgin
country, surely the Agrienltural Department
should he prepared to take this question into
seripus consideration.

The Minister for Agrienlture: That is a
matter that concerns the Minister for Indus-
tries.

Mr. PICKERING: If it does not concern
the Minister for Agriculture, it does concern
people under his jurisdietion.

Mr. Money: It concerns all the people en-
gaged in these industries.

Mr. PICKERING: The Government should
provide cool storage at any port that iz likely
to become a shipping port for fruit.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Provision
is made for that at Fremantle.

Mr, PICKERING: We are not dealing
with Fremantle only; there are other ports
that neéd attention. T am sorry to admit
that it will probably be some time before
cool sterage will be required at Busselton,
but becanse that is so, I am not going to re-
frain from advoeating the provision of eool
storage facilities at other ports.

Mr. Money: They should be provided as
part of the port’s export facilities,

My, PICKERING: That is so, Every pos-
xible step must be taken to see that the nat-
ural port entitled to the trade must get that
trade.

My, Money:
wWise,

Mr. PICKERIXNG: These points are vital
to the export trade and the fruit industry.
Jt s useless to ask the Committee to vote
a huge sum of money to develop the South-
West if the Government are not prepared to
fave these problems I am putting forward.
If it is necessary to spend so much money
in developing that portion of the State, it is
egually mecessary to see that faeilities for
export are provided to deal with the results
of that expenditure. The provision of louvre
trucks for frnit and other similar eommodi-
ties should be made an urgent question by
the Minister for Railways. The problem of
Aairying is a vital one in the South-West, I
want to impress wpon hon, members the great
advancement that has been made in that in-
dustry in that part of the State.

We eannot afford to do other-
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Hon. P. Collier: There has been a satisfac-
tory increase in the production of the Bus-
selton butter factory.

Mr. PICKERIXNG: I will deal with that
aspert too, The departmental report for the
vear ended the 30th June, 1921, contains the
following references to the State butter fae-
tory at Busselton—

The butter manufactured for the perioil
under review was 229,248 lbs,; this exceels
the previous vear's output by 45,652 1hs.
The season has started early, and the sup-
plics now coming to hand exeeed those of
previons years, There are a good numbher
of new settlers in the district. At the
invitation of the management, and with a
view to assisting the farmers, about 130
cows of the district around the factory

have been tested, all samples being’
tested at the factory and the major-
ity beiug of a fair average. Thix

shows that the farmers are beginning lo
realise that it is cssential to have gond
stock to obtain good results, Everything
points to a record season. The average price
paid to suppliers per lb.,, butter fat, first
grade, was 23, 214d,—a very high figure.
Those members of Parliament who availed
themselves of .the opportunity to travel
through the South-West last week, must have
been impressed by the excellent pastures
they saw. Tt would be invidious to draw
attention to any particular part, but mention
might “e wmade of the cxcellent pasturage
noted around Burrekup, thence from Capel,
through the Preston Valley, and, in fact,
throughout the South-West generally, even to
Boyanup.  Members must have been struck
at the remarkable improvement in the pas-
tures, Thix improvement is mainly due to

two grasves which have been introdueel
rwdl  established  with  heneficial resualts.
I vefer particularly to the subterranean

¢lover and paspalum. 1 was amazed to hear
one of the Government inspectors express the
opinion that paspalum should be declared a
noxious weed.

The Minister for Agriculture:
serious?

Mr, PICKERING:

Me. Sampson:
a great nuisance.

Mr. PTICKERING: Grasses for pasture
are not nsvally grown in orchards. The pas-
tures of clover and paspalum at Brunswick
were an eve-opener to members. One fea-
ture wiich I wish to impress upon members
is that these pastures were found in all soris
of unexpeeted places. We found them not
only on first-class Jand, but on areas whick
were previously condemmed as being useless.
This was one of the biggest lessons of the
tour, aud as we proceeded through the South-
West, we were more and more impressed
with the possibilities of the poorer lands,
given drainage and proper treatment. On
land which was hitherto regarded as value-
less we saw moat luxuriant pastures. This
should inspire us with a great hope for the
future of the State, and more especially the

Was he

Perfectly.
In an orchard it becomes
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portion to which I have referred. There is
the water grass (Poa aquatica) which I be-
lieve will become the reclaimer of some of
the worst gwamps in the South-West, swamps
which we cannot drain but which, if pro-
perly planted with thia grass, will be made
useful for the dairy farmer. It is a very
nuotritioua grass of geod fattening qualities,
and I am pleased to know that the depart-
ment is experimenting with it. With the
sowing of these grasses I believe that the
future before the South-West as a pasture
country will be a glorious one, The Agri-
cultural Bank autherities should reeogmise the
large asset which we have in the South-
West. Hitherto they have regarded the area
somewhat doubtfully, and it has been diffi-
cult for applicants to get that measwre of
agsistance whith has been so readily extended
to other parts of the State. The more one
gees of the South-West, the more one must
be impressed with its permanency, and this
being so, surely the Agrieultural Bank should
generously assist operations in this centre,
I am glad that the Department of Agricul-
ture is doing mueh to improve the dairy
herds. If this is persisted in, the output of
buiter will be comsiderably inereased, and at
no extra cost to the producer. The dairy
farmer is awaking to the fact that it is no
more expensive to carry good dairy stock
than the weeds which at present are being
milked, I hope the dairy expert will con-
tinne the excellent work he has started, and
persist in his efforts to induce people en-
gaged in dairying to improve the quality of
their herds. The Minister for Agriculture
should take a generous view of requests for
assistanee for the provision of silos, milking
machines, and butter factories. ARl the
faeilities which tend to make dairying more
popular will prove beneficial to the State.
Everyone knows that dairying entails con-
siderable and continuous labour, and that it
ig diffieult to induce people to interest them-
selves in it. They are willing to take up
apy other form of farming, but they object to

dairying on account of the amount of work:

involved. If thc Government can do any-
thing to encourage the provision of fucilities
whieh will make the work less laborious and
produce better results, the industry will
make rapid progress. I have been asked
whether we had any potatoes in the South-
West. [ gunarantee that finer crops of pota-
toes than we saw were never grown, I do
not wish to single out any particular distriet.
A striking feature was that we found pota-
toes growing on flats and flourishing cqually
on hill-tops .in the same season and only a
few yards distant. Ome of the best crops
we saw was that of Mr. Percy Rose growing
on top of a hill. He expected the crop to yield
eight to nine tons per aere. I had the privi-
lege of taking several members to onc of the
best farms in the South-West—Higgins
Bros.’s farm at Capel, and I showed them
a five-acre block, consisting of one and
a half acres of oniong, three saeres of

[57)

16'21..
potatoes and half an aere of peas, I defy
anyone to find better erops in any part of
the world, Near by we saw one of the finest
oat erops that came under our notiee during
the tour. If these erops do not illustrate
the possibilities that lie before the South-
West, I cannot’cite better. The position of
the potato grower is serious. There is no
question that we can produce potatoes in
abundance. This year it is expected that
our growers will produce more than a thou-
sand tons in excess of local requirements.

The Minister for Works: Export them to
Victoria,.

Mr., PICKERING: If there happens to
be a failure in the Eastern States we may
do so, but the chances of finding a market
there are remote. These figures are the es-
timates of Mr. Clarke, who is intimately as-
sociated with this industry. He assures me
that growers are endeavouring to arrange
for cold storage to tide over the period be-
tween seasons, but he says that the price of
told storage is much too heavy to admit of
the potatoes being stored at a profit. In the
course of our travels, I met a gentleman
from the Malay States, Mr. Small, whe told
me it was possible we should find a market
for our potatoes in the East, He assured
me that potatoes there were sold at 3d. per
b, ‘If we could get 3d. per Ib. for ours,
there wonld be a very big margin to cover
freight and other charges.

The Minister for Warks: You would not
get much if you sold them at that price.

Mr. PICKERING: Mr. Small is a gen-
tleman for whose judgment I have great re-
spect. 'When T returned to Perth I rang up
the Premier’s office and asked that a cable
he despatched to Mr. Scaddan with a view to
having this question investigated during his
vigit to the Straits Settlements, If we can
find a market, even though it returns us only
a fair price, it will do much to relieve the
position of the potato growers in this State.
Seeing that many of our returned soldiers
settled in the South-West will be dependent
on their potato crops for some years to
come, every possible step should be taken

by the Government to investigate this
matter. One of the disabilities under
which potate growers are labouring .is

due to the use of indifferent seed. The
attention of the potato expert might Dbe
directed to this matter. I understand that
some of the seed wused in the SBouth-West
this year was procured at Denmark, and has
not turned owt as well as was expected. In
faet, if any loss oecurs it will be due to the
indifferent quality of the seed. 1 realise
the difficulties which confront the depart-
ment, but atill a great deal can be done to
help the scttlers. Varieties such as Manbat-
tan have been cut out because the yield was
not se good as that of Delawares, The Man-
hattan was a very firm potato of good keep-
ing qualities, and I cawnot understand why
it shonld have been discarded altogether.
The methods of eunltivation and sowing have
been considerably improved sinee the depart-



1622
.

ment interested itself in the care of the in-
dostry. 1t is essential that the greatest care
be exercised in the planting, cultivation, and
subsequent treatment by spraying and other
means it the crops are to be bronght to
fruition. The area under vines is very con-
sideralile, and the market in- my opinion is
almost itlimitable. While at Boyanup three
cases of wine produced at the Biddieup vine-
Fard were put on the train. I have tasted a
good deal of wine in my life and T ¢laim to
have some knowledge of it, and I van assure
members that [ have never tasted wine which
satisfied me so quickly as that which came
from Biddicup. Tt was a wine of excellent
flavour, aroma, amd colour, and plenty of
kick, and not many of the party wanted more
than one or two glasses. [t i3 a splendid
advertisement for Western Australia  that
wine of such quality can be placed on the
market, I would like to pay a tribute to
Mr. Drnce on the marked improvement whieh
has eharactorised his wine during the last
few vears, and to express to him eur thanks
for his generous gift. T would like to record
our thanks to all those ladies and gentlemen
who were kind eénough to place at our dis-
posal motor cars and vehicles. Thronghout
the trip cevery possible assistance was given
us in ilis respeet.  We are also indebted to
the re<idents for the entertainment acegrded
ns, in which respeet Busselton was not behind-
hand. | do wet wish to particularise, but T
must sa¥ that of all the shows we attended,
the most enjoyable was the dance at Bun-
bury. 1 wish to refer to the Spanish settle-
ment on the Warren-road, 80 miles from Bus-
selton. I took the Minister for Eiucation
and soveral other wembers of Parliament
there. As the member for Swan (3Mr. Samp-
son) sail, the results obtained there from in-
ferior soil are astounding. The experiment
of that Rpanish settlement has proved that
much of owr country which has hitherto leen
condemuted is good country. Let me assore
the Committee that the arca of country om
which the Spanish seftlement is, plieed ex-
tends aver many thousands of aeves. During
our trin we saw a good deal of exeellent lawl
which, however, i3 unobtainable exeept at
high prices, and therefore is uselers to s,
But we alsn saw in the South-West large ex-
tents of Crown land which ean be made uvail-
ahle to settlers. No doult the diffienlty aund
cost of bringing that land into produetiom are
great,  Stil). we shonld be grateful that that
land exists there. T would not e doing
justice ta wyv distriet, or to the agrieuitural
industry sencrally, if T lid net make some
referenee to lime.  For vears past the South-
West has Tieen erying ont for lime, and that
regnisite bas hoen promised to us by Acts of
Partizment awd in other ways, No lime has,
however, come to hand. T have spoken to
Mr, Johnson, of Ora Banda, one of the direc-
tors of the Lake Clifton Lime Company, on
the ~ulvjeet; and that gentleman assures me
that the company are putting in a plant
which will at an early date make available to
farmers lime with not a greater percentage
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of water than 10 per cent. Such lime will
be made available at an early date; and the
price, I understand, will be as laid down.
This should give great satisfaction to the
farming community.

The Minister for Works: When {id Mr.
Johnson tell you that?

Mr. PICKERING: A couple of «days ago.
In conclusion, let me say that the trip from
which members have just recently returned
was a trip of much value to the State.” It
was not a picnie, as some people have sug-
gested, but a hard working tour the whole
way through. The example set by the Minis-
ter for Worksin his electorate was followed,
and more than followed, throughout the trip;
and all wembers of the party returneid more
or less wearied by their exertions. The trip
was a burried one; but, still, members of the
party were enabled to obtain a good idea of
the potentialities of the South-West, Tt is
my firm opinion that the trip will result in
material savings to the Btate in many diree-
tions. Moreover, it has afforded hon. members
information which will enable them to appre-
ciate the justifieation of any votes proposed
here for the development of the Seuth-West
and of the agrienltural industry,

The MINISTER TOR WOREKS (Hon, W,
J. George—Murray-Wellington} [6.4]: T
have- listened with ecareful attention to the
specches made hy hon. members on this vote,
although it is not one which tonehes me ag
a Minister save in one respect, to which T
shall make reference directly. But had the
debate been ten times as long as in faet it
has been, T would still say that the last
speaker in his concluding remarks gave in-
formation wlhich is of great value and iuter-
cat to the farming community, anid to myself
as Minister. We have it on the authority of
the  mewmber for Sussex (JMr. Pickering)
that Mr. Ora Banda Johnson, one of the
respongible dircetora of the Take Mifton
Lime Company, has assured him that within
a few days, or say a few weeks, dry lime in
aceordance with the conditions of the com-
pany s lease will be availabhle to the farmers
who require it, because the company are pnt-
ting wp a plant which will grind and treat
the lime in sueh n fashion that they will be
able to carry ont their undertaking, T should
be glad to know that I have not wmisunder-
stood the hon. member.

Mr. TickRering: No. That is quite right.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am very
mueh obliced for that confirmation. The in-
formation will he »f great nec te me in mat-
ters T have to deal with relative to the Lake
Clifton Lime Company. T therefore want
the information recorded in ©* Hansard,'?
availalle to he used hy me when I reqnire it.

Mr. Mouey: T have a letter saying that the
lime i3 available now.

The MINIRTER FOR WORKS: 1 was
roferring to the assurance that the company
are putting up a plant. The only other point
T want tn make reference to is one raised hy
the member for Swan (Mr. Sampson), and
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1 do s¢ in ali kindness to a young member.
Had that hon. member been in the House
last Parliament, he would now be quite au
fait with the fasts of the fruit case contro-
versy, and unot mwerely au fait with the
opinions of intercsted persons, who may be
«ither his constituents or the constituents of
other members. Let me say that the State
Sawmills do not desire to eut any fruit cases
whatever, and for this reason, that while
there is a profit on fruit cases, though not a
large one, yet any timber that can be cut
jnto fruit cases is available for eonversion
into other sizes which can be exported to
Adelaide at a larger profit. The State Saw-
mills are a eommercial concern, and are
eritieised as such inside Parliament, and are
maligned as such outside Parliament. They
are maligned wherever possible by people
who make statements that in onlinary life
ate consitered lies, statements which, did the
Standing Orders permit it, [ would deseribe
its damnable lies, because they are les which
oaught to be condemued, The State Sawmills,
if they are to be eriticised as n commercial
voneern, must be allowed to conduct their
lusiness as a commercial eoncern, and must
net Le looked upon or treated as a medium
for distributing among any class of the com-
munity a bonus on the industry of that
olags, a honns which might almost be termed
charity. The State Sawmills exist for a com-
mereial porpose, and from that point of view
thex will be quite satisfied if they never cut
any more fruit cases.

Hon. P. Collier: Then doen’t ent any more.

The MINTSTER FOK WORKS: Let me
teli the memher for Swan, lest there should
be further misunderstanding, that the State
Sawmills have endeavonred to assist the small
producers of fruit cases ag much as they pos-
gibly ean. From our mills at Holyoake we
are now sending down as far as Harvey the
class of timber which, if not sold as fire-
wood, is burnt on the mills. As the parlia-
mentary party saw, that class of timber is
heing sent to Harvey, to be eunt into fruit
cases. 1 refer o what is known as the
“tJockings.”” Those hon. members who
vigited Mr. Snell’s orchard at Harvey could
sce fruit cases being cut out of that c¢lass of
timber, which had been obtained from the
State Sawmills at Holyoake.

Mr, Wilson: The same thing applies at
Pinjarra,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and
elsewhere, The State Sawmills have shown
the small mills that the State is prepared to
act in a spirit of philanthropic consideration,
provided the State SBawmills are paid for it.
The State Sawmilly are providing the small
mills with those dockings, which the small
.mills convert into fruit eases, thus providing
4 good living for their owners, giving employ-
ment, anil supplying the orchardists with
loeally manufactured fruit cases at such
prices as the owners of the small mills have
the conscience to charge. With regard to
fruit cases, the instroctions given to the man-
agement of the State Sawmills were these:
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‘“Although we are not a philanthropie in-
stitution, we cannot stand by and see the
prodnet of men’s industry in the orchards
wasted and rotting because fruit cases are
vnobtainable. Therefore we will gupply fruit
cases on reasonable terms, meaning that we
must get back our cost and a shade of profit
on it.’”’ We have done that. But if for
the future the State Sawmills vould avoid
cutting fruit vases, [ would never have
them ent another, Still, if private sawmills
do not supply we must cut and sapply. My
friends opposite would say that one of the
justifieations for the existence of the State
Bawmillg is that they render sneh serviees to
the people of the State, To my young friend
the member for Swan, T would say that if he
aceepts all the statements emanating from
fruitgrowers, he will speelily have a head
like a bumitebee, full of noise and nothing
else. 1le can take this straight ouwt, that I
could give him the names of some of the
froitgrowers who interviewed him on the
way to Bridgetown and told him ahout fruoit
cases and many other things. 1 ean tell the
hon. member nll about that ol dodge of
asking me for allowances on lots of eases sup-
plied.  In ome instance the State Sawmills,
eutting karvi only, were able to prove that
the cases on which an allowanee was desired
had been ent out of jarrah, and not out of
karri.  Thereupon the applieants for allow-
ances subsided. The Btate Sawmills are doing
what they can for the orchardist; but if homn,
members want to see the State Sawmills
functioning as. a bonus-giver, the Committee
had better get somo other Minister to run
them. Tf any bonus is to be given, let i be
given straight from the Treasury; let it not
be a charge on a business conecern such as
the State Sawmills. The orchardists have
Buckley’s chance of getting such a honus
out of me. .

Hon. P. COLLIER (Bonlder) -[6,12]: T
rogret very much that T was unahle to ac-
company the party that visited the fertile
districts of the South-West last weel. I had
fully intended to join up during the week,
bat later found myself unable to do so. I
have, however, covered, if not the whole of
the area traversed by the party, certainly a
very conmsifderable portion of it. T have been
over the Sonth-West many times during the
past 14 or 15 years, anid T know it fairly
well. T ean quite understand that these hon..
members who visited that portien of the
State for the first time were astounded as
well as delighted with their trip. T feel sure
that they will have acquired a great deal of
knowledge and information concerning the
possibilities of the South-West; and that in-
formation and knowledge must be of ines-
timable value to them sshen considering the
problems confronting that portion of the
State, problems inevitably bound to rome up
kere for discussion during the next vear or
iwo. The South-West, I think, has bheen
veglected. As a fael, replicas of the sneeches
to which we have listened this afternoon con-
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eerui.ng the possibilities of the South-West
are to be found, almost word for word, in the
volumes of ‘‘Hansard'’ for the past 10 or

12 years.
Mr. Pickering: They must be true.
Hon. P. COLLIER: They have been

uttered chiefly by members representing the
South-West and interested in its develop-
ment. Unfortunately, thoge expressions of
opinion fell upon more or less deaf ears. As
each year went round, either on the Address-
in-reply, or on the Agricultural Estimates,
hon. members, Liberal or Labour, voiced
similar sentiments to those expressed this
afternoon. And so the matter rested until
the Address-in-reply or the Estimates came
tound again the next year. Everybody’s eyes
were turned towards the wheat belt. The
wheat belt attracted settlers not only because
it offered opportunities for making homes,
but also because of the faet that it was much
easier to aequire land there, and, thirdly, be-
cause that land eould be brought into a pro-
ductive state at a much earlier period and at
less expense than land in the South-West.
There was also the fact that practically un-
limited Government assistance through the
Industrics Assistance Board and the Agricul-
tural Bank was available to men taking up
land in the wheat arcas, whereas that nssist-
" anee was not extended to settlers in the
Sonth-West.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.0 p.n.

Hon. . COLLIER: The very rapid
development of our agricultural industry
during reeeat years and the regrettable
deeline in the mining industry have hrought
the Agricultural Department into a position
of first importance in Western Australia at
the present time. It will depend largely,
or at least to a considerable extent, upon
the administration of the Agricultural De-
partment, upon its effigiency amd upon the
knowledge and advice of its expert officers,
as to what progress and development is to
be made in connection with agrienlture in
the future. Quite recently, the Minister in
control of the Agricultural Department re-
organised it, in that he has placed as the
permanent head, a Direetor of Agricu'ture
who formerly had been the Commissioner
for the Wheat Belt. I am firmly of the
opinion that in doing that, the Minister
made a profound mistake, To-day, the
Agricultural Department i3 without a per-
manent head or, rather, it has as its per-
manent head, a gentleman who was brought
to Western Australia becaunse of his special
qualifications, training and Knowledge re-
garding cereal production and wheat grow-
ing. It may be held that it will be of
advantage to have an expert officer as the
permanent head of the Agricultnral Depart-
ment, but in my opinion, the result will be
that an ofﬁeer, who has done splendid work
in the past in the wheat growing areas, will
merely be withdrawn from the arcna of
activity whbere he has been of service to the
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State, and be placed in a position where he
will do mere routine work,

The Minister for Agriculture: That will
not be so,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I think it will be so.
Slome years ago, during the war period, Mr.
Sotton’s time was taken largely up with
work in connection with various boards and
commissions.  Shortly after the Premier
took office, he released Mr. Sutton from
those duties, which confined him practieally
to head office work, and instructed him to
devote his time to field work in the wheat
areas. In other words, the Premier released
Mr. Sutten in order that he might carry
cut those duties for which he was brought
to Western Australia, and which he had
formerly carried out with success. The
Premier held the view, and I agreed with
him at the time, that Mr. Sutton’s place
was out in the field among the farmers,
speaking and lecturing to them as to the
best and most effective methods to be
adopted in the development of their hold-
ings, That policy has been entirely re-
versed. In my epiniom, it caanot be gain-
said that the State has lest an expert officer
from the field wherd he did good service
and—I am not casting any reflection upon
Mr, Sutton—gained a man whq may not
be a good administrator in the position he
now holds. Let members look at the Esti-
mates, There are 31 clerks employed in
the Agricultural Department. There is a
Chief Inspeetor of Rabbits with his staff;
there iy o fruit expert with lis staff; there
i3 a’'chief veterinary surgeon with his staff,
aod s0 on, ‘With these expert officers and
their staffs, is it not essential that, in the
performance of duties of the nature they
carry out, there should be somc permanent
head to whom they wonld be responstble
for the due performanee of their work. Tt
should go without saying that such is the
case, Through the hands of all these ex-
perts and their staffs, files and papers will
be continually passing.

The Minister for Agriculture: They will
pass through the secretary.

IIon, I, COLLIER: I am coming to that
point. There must bhe a eonsiderable
amount of head oflive work, sufficient to
cngage the administrative ability of a man
as head of the department. Otherwise,
each head of a sub-department, such as the
Chief Inspector of Stock would be an
authority unto himself. There woulll be no
supervising permanent head of the depart-
ment to see that they carried out the fune-
tions of their respective offices. The Min-
ister for Agriculture says he has a eclerk
through whose hands files and papers will
pass, This means that either Mr, Sutton’s
services have been withdrawn from the
field, where hitherto his services bave been
of advantage, and his attention has been
devoted to routine work in the head office,
or a secretary, who is a clerk with £360 a
year, will assume the duties of permanent
head of the Agricultural Department.
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The Minister for Agriculture; No, le is
doing ¢lerical work,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course, and Mr,
Sutton, as permanent head of the department,
must of necessity have his time taken up at
the head office. How can it be otherwise,
in the circumstances? In every other depart-
ment there is a permanent head whose duties
confine him to head office work alone, Surely
the work and responsibilities attached to the
Agricultural Department, will no less engage
the time of a permanent head than will those
of any of the other departiments. That being
so, 1 repeat that a profound mistake has
been made by the Minister in withdrawing
Mr. Sutton from work in the feld and ¢on-
fining him to head office routine duties. Be-
cause Mr. Sutton is a qualified man regard-
ing wheat produetion, it does not follow that
he is a capable administrator and expert in
every branch of agriculture.

The Minister for Agriculture: He has had
a seientific training in all matters relating to
agricuiture,

Hon. P. COLLIER: And that scientifie
training will be of no avail because he is
now confined to head office to deal with files
and reports. .

The Minister for Agriculture: He is of ser-
vice in his position os permanent head just
ag much as le ever was.

Hon. P. COLLIER: When Mr. Sutton was
engaged upon the work of the variouns
bhoards, Commissions and committees some
years ago, it was generally admitted that,
while he was a first rate man in his proper
sphere, it did not fellow, and, in fact, he
was not and could not be—it is no reflee-
tion upen him to say so—possessed of the
necessary businesg or adininistrative ability
to take charpe of the Agricultural Depart-
ment. Before we discuss the Estimates 12

- months hen~e, the Committee will realise that

a mistake has been made by the Minister.
To have & man with the professional know-
ledge and ability possessed by Mr. Sutton
merely doing routine work at the head office
of the Agricultural Department, work which
could be just as effectively dene by men who
have no particular technieal knowledge of the
science of agriculture, is not in the best in-
terests of agriculture or of the State. It
has been proved time and apain that such
duties at the head office, could be effectively
earried out by men without the technical
knowledge such as that possessed by Mr.
Sutton.

The Minigter for Agriculture: Do yon
think a eclerical officec equld gather up the
threads from the reports of the expert offi-
cers and piece them together adequately?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Most decidedly; it is
done in all departments.

Mr. Underwood: These experts are not
useally men to control such a department.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is a well known
fact that professional or expert men, who
are trained as speeialists in certain sciences
or work, are invariably failures as business
administrators.
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My, Teesdale: Hear, hear, that is se.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Without reflecting or
wishing to reflect on Mr. Sutton in the slight-
est degree—I have the highest opinion of his
qualities and training in his proper sphere—
1 candidly confess that I bave not the same
confidence in his ability as an administrator
in the position be now holds. I am convinced
that the Minister has made a very grave
mistake in effecting this alteration. It may
be said, of course, that there will be experts
who will take Mr. Sutton’s place and that
there will be another exzpert to take up his
work in the field. TIm any case, that sim-
ply means that Mr. Sutton has been with-
drawn from a sphere where hig work proved
of such much value to the farmers and to
the State. With all onr vast wheat growing
areas, stretching so far as they do across
the State, the services of a man like Mr.
Sutton could be well employed the whole
year round, lecturing and advising farmers
throughout the whole of the wheat areas. In
that capacity, Mr. Sutton’s services would
be of mare value to the State than they will
be in his present position. There ‘are many
men who could do the work as head of the
Department of Agriculture egually as wetl
as Mr, Sutton,

The Minister for Agrienlture: But the dir-
ector will not be shut up in the head office,
Hon, P. COLLIER: I thirk he will be.

The Minister for Agrieniture: No, he will
not.

Hon, P. COLLIER: . If that is so, it
means that the administration of the depart-
ment will be largely assumed by the secretary
or elerk who is receiving a salary of £36G0 a
year. It would be absurd to say that a de-
partment of such importance should be con-
trolled by a clerk, practically as the perman-
ent head, with a salary of only £360 a year,
aud have a. certain amount of control over
expert seientific and professional men draw-
ing salaries of £600, £700, or £800 per year.

Mr, O Loghlen: JMr, SButton cannot divide
};is work between the head offiece and the

eld.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Decidedly that cannot
be done. It simply means that we have lost
the services of a man from the field where
he has been of use to the State or otherwise
the clerk will really be the head of the de- -
partment. Seme phases of the work of this
department require close investigation. It
will he remembered that, three or four years
ago, it suddeniy dawned wpon Parliament and
the prople that the rabbits weve invadiag
Western Austealia in great numbers, and that
prompt action was necessary. Only a few
years ago very little money was being spent
on the destruction of rabbits. In 1915-16 the
amount so spent was £9,800. In 1917 it in-
creased to £11,000; in 1918 to £17,000; in
1919 1o £28,000; in 1920 to £30,000; in 1921
it was £23,000; and the estimate this year is
apain £23,000. So, in all we have expended
from revenue account during the last seven
years £144,000 on the destruction of rabbits, or
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an average of about £21,000 per annum, That
perhaps, is not too large a sum to pay for
the destruction of the pest. DBut we find
from the report of the Chief Tn5pector‘of
Rabbits that largely the monev is being
wasted., UOnly fwe years ago we passed azn
Act dealing with the destruction of rabbits
and giving very great powcers to the Govern-
ment, not ouly in respect of the eradication
of the pest on (‘rown lands, but also in the
direction of vompelling the farmers to take
active steps in the campaign, If we are to
spend public meney at the rate of £21,000
per anpum, or nearly £150,000 in scven years,
it is reasonable to ask that some result shonid
be shown. [ prepose to read an extract from
the lagt annual report of the (hief Inspector
of Rabbits, as follows:—

However, few of the settlers have taken
advantage of the offer of _the Government
to supply rabbit-proof netting on extended
terms for the closing in of dams, Where
this has been done the reduction of rabbits
has been very marked; and wherelthe in-
elosure has Deen used as a trap, in some
cases over a thousand rtabbits have been
eaught in a week; but, I regret to say, mo
general accrptance has been made of the

2 Fence,

offer. On the west side of the No. |
between it and the coast, rabbits ha_\'p
spread almost over the whole arvea, with

the cxzeeption of the extreme South-West,
and reports have come to hand that even
there rabbits have been seen or kl‘l_]eul-—
four having been killed near Manjimup.
The vermin boards on the west side of the
No. 2 Fenve, with one or two exeeptions,
are doing nothing, and the excuse of many
of them is that, so far, the rahbits have not
done any damage in their ddistriets. The
foolishnoss of sueh a policy should he ap-
parent to any pwrson. Wh.i]e the rabbits
are fow they can he kept in chaek if cach
gettler would poison is soon as the first
traees of them are seen, whereas, if allower
tn increase until the damage they do is
felt, the reduction of them and keeping
them in check hecomes o serious cxpense.
Some boards have stated {hat there were no
rabbits in their distviet, and T have sent
an inspector to report, and have even given
the hoarls the numbers of the locations on
which the rabbits were, but netwithstand-
ing this they would do nothing, either in
the way of compelling the owners or oc-
cupiers to destroy, or having the work done
at theit expense. FEast of the No. 2 Fence
some of the boards lave been doing ex-
eeltent work, but this has often heen mini-

mised by the fact that adjoining bonrds were

doing nothingr. As regarls the whole South-
West ¢ivision of the State, only about nine
or ten boards are deing anything worth
calling work, The practice of appointing
the road board seeretaries the vermin in-
spectors iz a most petnicious one, and many
of them simply draw the increased salary
and do nothing to justify it. Al that is
required is another good season or two with
gumuner thunderstorms for rain and the

[ASSEMBLY.)

damage done to crops will be excoudingly
seripus all throngh the State. On the worst
breeding places on C'rown lands the «lepart-
ment has had on an average ahout 16
poison carts working, with most satisfae-
tory results; the rabbits have been kept
down there so well that it wasz at times
difieult to find any rabbits where there
had been tens of thousands previously.

It that report be correct we are faced with
a very serious position. It means that the
State ia spending an average of £21,000 per
anbum, and as a result of the neglect of the
vermin boards to carry out the funetions im-
posed upen them by the Act, anly u good
season or two, in the words of the chief in-
spector, are required to nullify the expendi-
ture. If the State is to keep 16 poison ecarts
going all the year round, and spend the sum
[ have mentioned, then the permanent head
of the department and the Minister should
see to it that the vermin boards and the
farmers do their part of the work. Tt is use-
less to keep Crown lands comparatively
free from rabbits if adjacent holdings
are to be overrun with them. Something
more effective must be done if the money
poured into this work is naot to be entirely
lost. Tt is worth remembering, too, that the
State has spent an enormous amount of
money in other directions in an endeavour
to cope with the pest. Our rabbit-proof
fences have cost £392,000 in all, inclusive of
£66,000 expended through the Gnscoyne ver-
min beard. 8o, in addition to the annual
expenditure T have meutioned on the de-
struction of rabbits, there is iuterest and
sinking fund om £392,000, It the officer
wlhose Juty it is_to attend to the idetruction
of rabbits places in his annual veport a
statement such ag that T have read, it is up
to the permanent head of the department
amd the Minister to give serious atteution to
it. It is of no use paying respon-ihic offi-
cers high salaries if their reports arc to be
ignured, either by the House or hy tue de-
partment, The Minister will find that under
the Acet he lhas plenty of power to compel
the vermin boards to carry out their fune-
tions. Tf he did this we should not have the
chief inspector reporting that the -ccretary
of the loeal autherity sits down and draws
his increased salary without deing anything
in return. Ther the (Chief Inspector of
Rabbits points to the danger confronting
the pastoral industry as the resnlt of the
rabhit invasion. He says—

The rabbits are slowly but steadily mak-
ing lheadway in the pastoral country and,
so far as I kuow, absolutely wucthing is
Iieing done, either by the hoards or by the
settlers, to check them. Tn snme places
the saltbush is being steadily eaten out by
the rabbits, and it is only a nutter of
time when it will disappear entirely from
some districts, as it has over vast areas in
the Eastern States, and the earrying capa-
vity of the country reduced by more than
30 per cent.
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And apain— .

Perhaps the greatest danger to the State
by rabbits is the way in which they are
eating out the saltbush in pastoral areas.
In the nagrienltural districts where cropa
are attacked the resnlt is seen at onee,
whereas in the pastoral areas the damage
is so insidiously Jdone that it is scarcely
noticed; but it is steadily going oun, and
unless the squatters recognise the ddanger
and cope with it, the pastoral industry, in
a few years, will be seriously menaced.

Mr. Angelo: The Premier the other night
said it was news to him that rabbits were
in the North-Weat,

Hen., P, COLLIER: YWell, there is a de-
liberate statement in the annonal report of
the responsible officer, and it points to a
very serious situation. If the carrying capa-
city of a considerable portion of our pas-
toral lands is going to be redueed by 50 per
cent., it is indeed a serious outlook,

The Minister for Agriculture: The same
offiver in his last report said that for a dis-
tance of 300 miles along the fence north of
Cunderdin he had not seen a rabbit,

Mr. Angelo: XNo, becausec they are all
well inside the fence now, and cannot pget
out.

Hon. P. COLLLER: That is sv, they are
away inside and the fence prevents them
returning whence they came. We have them
carcfully shut in.

Mr, Harrison:
kecp rabbits in?

Hon. P, COLLIER: They cannot easily dis-
vover tho hole through which they eame.  Their
bump of locality may not be sufficiently de-
veloped, We all know that it is very easy
to gei through an opening and then be un-
able to find it again when one wants to get
out. Towever, the department must take
hold of "this position, for the item for rabbit
destruction represents the largest snm in the
whole of the Estimates. It is only pouring
water into a sieve if, through the negleet ot
the tfarmers or the failure of the verinin
boards to earrr out their duties, the rabbits
are to keep on increasing. Now I come to
a question which will interest the member
for Gasecoyne (Mr, Angelo). We have all
heard something of the history of the Gas-
ecyne rabbit-proof fenee. Some years ago
the State advanced £66,000 for the ercction
of a rabbit-proof fence in that district, the
squatters giving an underiaking that they
would repay the amount over a period of
30 years. Iustead of standing up to that
obligation, they have incurred a further
debt of £26,000. The State i3 called wpon
year after year to contribute a very comsid-
erable sum of money to the maintenance of
that teuce. Because of the failure of the
board to maintain the fence under their con-
tract, the department has taken over the
control of the fence and it is now being
maintained by the State.

Mr. Angelo: The trouble is that the Gov-
ernment are debiting the vermin board with

How can a damaged fence
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the cost of maintenance, which the Govern-
ment themselves undertook to meet,

Hon, P. COLLIER: The board can have no
conplaint ugainst the Guvernnient, because
the board failed to carry out any part of
its obligation.

Mr. Angelo: That is wrong,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member will
find the bnlance sheet on page 7 of the re-
pert of the Agvicultural Department. The
accountant's report veads as follows:—

The department is still handling the
affairs of the late Gascoyne vermin board,
and the position disclosed by the revenue
aecount hercunder shows that a loss of
£26,348 188, 3d, has accumnlnted. Tt scems
clear that the rates levied, namely Is. on 100
aeres, i3 not suflicient to pay the working
expenses, and, therefore, no money iz avail- |
able to reduce the advances made by the
Government.

Mr, Angelo: ¥Five years ago the Govern-
ntent undertock to maintain the fence if the
pastoralists paid the ecapital. Tnstead of
doing that, the Government have been debit-
ing the cost of waiutenance to that fund.
That is the cause of the trouble.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government took
the fence over because the pastoralists failed
to carry out their obligations. The Govern-
ment had no alternative. They had ne de-
sire to take over the responsibility for or the
work of maintaining the fence if the board
had properly carried ont their dutics. As the
board failed, the Government had to assume
the responsibility. ’

Mv. Angelo: T will explain it later on.

Hon, P. COLLIER: T luepe the hon. mem-
ber will explain the figures in the balanee
sheet, The rate being paid to-day is not
sufficient to cover the cost of maintenance. So
mueh did it fall short last year that the loss
to the State was £2,092, Having regard te
the fairly good seasons which have obtained
in our pastoral areas and the very good
prices reeeived for wool in recent years, the
people benefiting from the construction of
this fenee ought to be made to meet their
financial obligations to the Government, I
have no persenal knowledge of the North-
West, but I understand that some of the
finest pastoral holdings in the State are with-
in the area served by this feuce-—in the Gas-
coyne district. Some very wealthy men have
holdings in that district, and it is not fair
that the gencral taxpayer of this country
should be ealled upon to make up a deficit of
over £2,000 a year for a service rendered to
these partienlar squatters.

Mr. Teesdale: A lot of small men cannot
pay, but T wouldl méake the hiz mew pay.
They got the fence in the first instance, and
haunded it over to the Government when it
was out of repair. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: They undertook to
repay the amount of £66,000 in 30 years.
They neglected te keep the fence in repair,
and then refused to meet their obligations,
and threw it on to the Government to main-
tain it. The State now has to maintain the
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fence and the taxpayers last year had to find
£2,002, because some of these wealthy men
have failed to meet their contracts or keep
the undertakings given by them to the Gov-
ernment when the money was advanced. If
there are small holders who are unot in n
position to pay, they should be given the
same consideration as any other man engaged
on the land,

Mr. Teesdale: Plenty of them can pay.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Those men who c¢an
yay should pay. No doubt the member for
Gaszeayne will feel it necessary to put up
some defence. Probably among these men
are many of the most powerful and most in-
fluential citizens. I make no charge, except
so far as the information in this report jus-
tifies me in so doing. I hope the Minister
will give serious attention to the rabbit prob-
lem generally, and that he will not have to
launch intp the expenditure of huge sums of
money te no purpose, as was necessary three
or four years ago. Turning to the question
of the development of the South-West, this
could more readily be discussed when we con-
gider the Loan Estimates. It ia really a
guestion of land scttlement and concerns the
Lands Department, not the Department of
Agriculture, I must say, however, there can
be no doubt whatever that the South-West
has been very considerably neglected and
starved by all Governmenis during recent
years, in comparison with other agricultural
districts, While money has been lavishly
available for the development of the wheat
areas, and properly so, the South-West has
not had the advantage of the Tndustries As-
gistance Board. It has not had the advan-
tage of the Agricultural Bank, through which
millions of pounds of public funds have been
made available to assist those engaged in de-
veloping the land.

The Minister for Agriculture: South-West
settiers can get assistance from the Agrienl-
tural Bank.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But to a very limited
extent.,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Five pounds an acre.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I understand ther
have had no assistance at all from the
Industries Assistance Board, and that the
Agrieultural Bank has been very conserva-
tive in its treatment. If wheat growing is
going to be suceessful, we should have
reached the stage by now, after the very
generous Government assistance of the last
12 or 15 years, when the industry should be
on a permanent and profitable basis. Nearly
all the wheat lands have been taken up.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: You said the other
night that there were great areas of land
held.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I was not then speak-
ing of the wheat growing lands, Practieally
all of our wheat growing lands have been
taken up with the exception of the areas in
the Esperance district. I might remind
members that, according te the report of
the expert officers of the depiartmet, there
is a larger area of Crown land available for
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selection in the Esperanee sdistriet than in
any other portion of the State. When the
railway is constructed, I have po doubt
whatever that the Esperance district will
be able to abserb hundreds of settlers as
wheat growers.

The Minister for Agriculture :
good land out from Burracoppin.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But that is move or
less risky from the point of view of rain-
fall. The men engaged in our wheat belt
should be able to get along fairly well now
without anything like the amount of Gov-
ernment assistance which they received in
the past. Having secured a footing and
got their holdings considerably developed,
fenced, cleared and cultivated, it should be
only a maiter of time when the greater
proportion of these holdings are brought
under cultivation. While in past years it
was necessary for the Government to give
great attention and assistance to the wheat
growing areas, I think that in future the
Government might well leave them to work
out their own destiny, with such assistance
as will still be available to them from the
LAB, or the Agricultural Bank.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is our
quickest line of development.

Hou. P. COLLIER : That is why the
wheat belt was first settled and that is why
settlers rushed out there while the South-
West was practically neglected. If we are
to make up the leeway of £800,000 or
£900,000 which is sent out of the State
every year for the purchase of dairy pro-
duce, it must he done in the Sonth-West.
A policy will have to be prepared for the
development of that portion of the State. I
am quite aware of the faet that it will
involve the expenditure of a very conaider-
able sum of money. There are veryv large
areas of low-lying country of excellent soil
which ig valueless to-day, because the land
is not drained. By the expenditure of
money in draining the low-lying lands and
by the expenditure of public funds for
irrigation, we shonld be able to overeome
this leeway. There must be a policy of
drainage and irrigation. There must be a
policy of co-operation in clearing the hold-
ings. We will never get the South-West
developed to any extent, except by Govern.
ment assistanee being made available for
clearing. An individual eaanot do much in
the Sonth-West in the way of preparing the
land or bringing it into use, beeause it is
so heavily timbered and becanse the cost is
80 great,

The Minister for Works: I know it has
nearly broken me.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Tf it has nearly
brokenr a man of the capacity and business
acumen and experience of the Minister for
Works, what is likely to be the effect on the
poor unsephisticated immigrant who settles
there? If we are going to have any con-
siderable policy of immigration, the new-
comers will of necessity have to settle in

There is
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the South-West, Being new to the country,
its life and surroundings, they will be faced
with greater difficultics in developing hold-
ings in the South-West than if they were
settled in the wheat areas, There will have
to be a very generous policy of assistance;
as we have been told, a bold, comprehensive,

courageous poliey for the South-West. In-

these districts we must hope in years ahcad
to carry on the development of our agri-
epltural industry. This State in future
will have to depend largely on its agri-

cultural and pastoral resourees, together
with other subsidiary primary indus-
tries.  There are  considerable  areas

awaiting setilement, and 1 hope that in the
next few years our lean cexpenditure will be
concentraied almost entirely on that portion
of the State. There is no donbt .that the
" Bouth-West is capable of carrying thovsands
mor¢ people than are settled there at
present, It is capable of producing all
we require in the way of foodstuffs which
to-d@ay are imported from the BEastern States
- and overscas. It is a reflection unpon the
people of this State, small in numbers thongh
we be, that we have to send ont of the State
an amount in the vieinity of a million pounds
a year for foodstuffs which our own country
will produce and which it should produce.

Mr. Money: It is a scandal

Hon, P. COLLTER: T agree with the hon.
member; it is a reflection on our capacity and
intelligence.  When we consider that this
portion of the State has been occupied for
the past 70 or 80 years, it is amazing that
so little has been domne. I attribute this, not
so much to those who have scifled in the
Sonth-West, because they have been con-
fronted with great pioneering diffienlties, but
largely to the lack of interest, the lack of
assistance, and the lack of a policy on the
part of successive Governments during the
past 13 years to develop that portion of the
State.

Mr, Money: Quite true.

Hon, P. COLLIER: And I include myself
and the Government of which I was a mem-
ber,

Mr. Money: The settlers beeame disheart-
ened.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T have listened during
the last 15 years to many speeches delivered
by members representing  the South-West,
and they have been as voices erying in the
wilderness, Necessity will now compel us
to develop the South-West. The most easily
settled portions of our agriculteral lands were
inevitably taken up first and, as they- become
occupied, we will have to turn our faces to
the South-West. T hope that before the ses-
sion closes the Government will put forward
some poliey and will make available a con-
siderable amount of loan funds for the de-
velopment of thiz portion of the State, T
hope the Government will make every effort
to push this matter to the front te such an
extent that a large amount of development
will take place during the years to come.
I shall be only too pleased to assist, more

particularly members who represent that por-
tion of the State, and who are miore inti-
mately acquainted with it and more con-
cerned in its development. But it should
net be left to members representing the South-
West to carry the burden; it should be the
concern of every member of the House.

Mr. Money: Yor the benefit of the State?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. 1 should e only
too pleased to assist not only members repre-
senting the South-West but the Government
as well, in the purswanve of any policy that
will overcome the lethargy and indifference
which have hung over the State for se many
vears.

Mr, O’LOGHLEX (Forrest) [8.16]: It is
very rarely that L speak upon the Agricuiturat
Estimates. I should mot have been prompted
to make a few observations had it not been
for the fact that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition has delivered an utterance of great
importance to the South-West. It is prae-
tically the first time the Leader of this party
has made such a definite announcement on
a matter of this sort. The Government which
fails to profit by hLis promise of support in
developing the interior of the South-West
will be neglecting its duty.

Mr, McCallum: Do you think the Scuth-
West members will come over to this side?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I do not think so, but
we should all get on the one side on this
question, If, by so doing, we could do any-

. thing to save Western Australia the hon.

member himself wonld be the first to join
in deing so. Many members opposite per-
haps forget the measure of assistance which
is sometimes rendered by people from remote
localities. The Leader of the Opposition re-
presents an electorate that is situated many
hundreds of miles from the South-West. His
public spirited statement to-night will, I
hope, give encouragement to many mew set-
tlers who are endeavouring to carve out a
home for themselves, in a climate blessed with
o wmagnificent rainfall and in an area thas
offers such opportunities that warrant our |,
deepest attention being concentrated npon it.
Loan money will have to be secured. A large
sum of money will he required for the pur-
pose of development, The Leader of the
Opposition has pointed out that which every
member of the parliamentary party is aware
of, that vntil we have an effective drainage
system, good roads, and a large amount of
fortiliser, we shall not make that progress
in the South-West that we all so muech desire.
Some time ngo the Government Analyst, Mr.
Mann, was requested to take samples of soils,
T have never yet scem any comprchensive
report upon those soils. T am not so sure
that T de not understand the reason for the
non-appearance of 1his report. The depart-
ment is naturally reluctant to publish any
report which may he damaging to the locality
coneerned,  One of the problems we have to
face i3 that the soils in the South-West vary.
We have not such a large streteh of uniform
country that is so pronouneced a feature of
Warnambool and Warrenheip in  Victoria.
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We have our prolific patches and we have our
sour patches. Every expert officer of the
Agricultural Department should be put on to
axcertain the best use to which the land can
be put. JMr. Mann took samples from many
localities. T hope as a result of this sampling
and analysis the department will be guided
in pushing svttlement om in those localities
where the rejorts are favourahle.

Mr. MacCallvm Emith: I hope they will be
more reliable than the Estimates,

Mr. (VLOGHLEXN: They should be reliable.
We have a suffivient number of officers to
give us reliable data. There are many difi-
volties confronting the South-West. In a
country Dblessed by Providence to such an
extent there are many naturnl difficulties.
There aré the pests, for instance. One of the
most pronouncell of these pests is the zamia
palm, and the department might well devote
some attention to its eradication. I know of
people who have heen obliged to go out of
the dairying industry because the zamia palm
has caused rickets amongst their stock and
much loss. The settlers used to bere into
the palm and pour kerosene into it to kil it,
but kerosene is now too expensive to be used
for this purpose. Tt has been demonstrated
in the laboratory at Maylands that the palm
can he put to commercial use if properly
handled. Tenders were recently called for
taking over a1 quarter of a million acres of
zomia country near Pinjarra, but I do not
know if anyone put in a tender. Seeing
that so many different commodities cun he
turned out from this palm. the Agrievitural
Department shouid apply itself meore vigor-
ously to putting it to commercial advantage,
and in that way assist in ridding the South-
West of this vmlouhted menace to dairymen.
During our travels in the South-West we saw
larpe areas of blackboy. The late Mr. Row-
ley, a well known chemist, condueted a num-
ber of experiments with the hiackboy, and T
believe demonstrated that it coutained many
useful commodities whieh could be extracted
by treatment. On the show grounds recently
I saw 2 motor eyele event in which the record
was broken by a machine driven by petrol
obtained from the blackhoy, Tf this can be
done there should be no doubt that the black-
Loy rcan be proved to lLe of value if the
seientizts of the department will push on
with the experiments. After we settle people
on the land we have to arrange for their
produce to reach the markets, There i3 one
thing that iy pgreatly concerning preple who
are now heginning to get theiy fr<t (rovs. and
that is the dotht and uncertainty that exists
in regard to freights and the marketing of
their produce in a satisfaetory way, The
group scttlements that we saw upon the trip
were an eve-opener to most of ns. The sys-
tem has my hearty commen’ation, Provided
people agree together and work together in
eg-ppwration, - and that  harmeny  oxists
amonpst them, there is no reason why any
of these settlements should fail. They work
on a guarantee of 10s. a day for a certain
period and they hallot for the blocks which

Y
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they preter. There is one thing to be =aid
in favour of the group settlement, and it is
that no scttler has ever been known to have
been (riven from his holding by the MAgri-
cultural Bank or any other Government in-
stitution, Anyone who leaves the wages
market to join a group settlement is on a
fairly posl wicket. T have five letters from
my conktituents whn want to join in the
gronp settlement, and I appland thoye for
the ddesire.  Given that they have re:<wonable
help and encovragement for the fir-* fow
difticnlt years of pioneering, these mern will
wake vood prodneers and establish «oeh a
home for themselves as they could net hope
to get it they were dependent uopm the
fluctuating industrial markets that erist to-

day. The Teader of the Oppesitiun said
that we required drainage and irrization.
We were able in  the course of the
trip to view some of the effeets of
the  irrigation  scheme  already  o-tab-
lished. Many  similar  schemes  c¢onld,
with advantage, be undertaken, perhaps

moere economically to the settler and with
more bountiful results beeause of the cxper-
icuee the Alinister may have gained sinve.
Tu the Collie River seheme, which has heen
reported on by Government cxperts. we have
a magnificent proposition for supplying water
to all the conntry around during the smmmer.
People are going out of the dairying indns-
try beecause of the Javk of green fodder duor-
ing the dry mooths of the yvear. By hriueds-
ing the numerons streams in the South-West,
we should he able to carry the settlers over
the dry and liffienlt period wtil they are
well established and are able to make per-
manent homes for themselves, 1 wns very
mueh struck by the Spanish settlement ont-
wide Buuselton. This place is situated 10
milvs away.  Tu comuany with the Minisfer
I went out to see the sottlement. We saw
nine settlers. They had taken up the worst
lund in Western Australin, Those who are
married have big families and they have
done exeellent work.,  After 10 venrs' resi-
deney there they have a fine oramgery, nmag-
nifieent potate erops aml gond ont vrops, aml
evervthing to which they have turied fheir
attention has dene well. We were able to
conversy with one or two of the older set-
tlers. 1 askell why they had selietod such
poor land on which to settle, lawl which
was reeoghised by the people of Drsselton
amd the agricultural experts as the most ne-
orty-stricken land in the State  Thev in-
formed me that they had travelled foi fonr
mouths looking for land and that they had
picked this out as being the bes* i1 Wost.
ern Australia.
My, Money: Tt might *be.

Mr. ’LOGHLEXN: Tt gave me a shock,
Tt it opened my eves to what coull he ac-
complished by settlers of this deseription.
They had probably cone here to eseap. the
lack of freedom afforded by their own coun-
try and with a desire to establish them<olves
in a new land. DNouhtless, too, they have nug
ap with orivations in the matter of living
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to which the ordinary Britisher would not
subjert himself. XNevertheless, they are pro-
ducing good crops, and showing what can
be dlone in winning from a reluectant nature
the riches of the seil. They are now carry-
ing on a good class of development assisted by
their numercus progeny. Doubiless in the
future these will mix up aud mingle with the
rest of the settlers of the State. I believe
that a judicious mixture of white races can
do no harm to the country. In South Aus-
tralia, where I was born, the most thrifty
and prosperous settlers, and these with the
Jargest deposits in the bank, were the Ger-
man  settlers,  These people did@ muoch to
buikl up the prosperity of the State. T will
not stick at importing an exelusively British
population. We ean become too insalar and
narrow-minded upon these matters. By get-
ting people from the north of Ttaly and from
Norway and Sweden and like places, we shall
be able to develop much of our country which
to-day is beyond our means and heart-break-
ing in its outlook. Anyone who sees that
Spanish settlement, and what they have been
able to accomplish in such a short time, must
stand in wonder and amazement. At all
event< it has opened up in my mind a
new nutlook, No one wounld have thought
that this part of the ecountry would have
protced anything, but to-day it is yielding
a rich harvest by the work of those men who
have only received £5 an acre from the Agri-
cultural Bank. This serves to demons-
trate what a mighty heritage we have in the
land and climate lying south of the metrop-
olis. Tt was pointed out during the trip that
much ef the comntry lying along the existing
metals was mnimproved and left in a state
of natwre, The Leader of the Opposition was
charitable and just enough to say that the
pioneering difficulties were so preat to the
old scttlers that they had not been able to
conquer as much of nature as they would
have Hied, and that a great deal of the land
had thercfore been held up. If this land
is not going to be brought into production
by being offered to the State at a reasonable
price, the posgition of our finanees demands
that there should be a tax on unimproved
land values, in order to force into occupation
those nreas which are blessed by Providence
and kept out of the reach of man,
One of the striking features of the trip was
the large amount of unimproved land we saw
between Perth and Bridgetown, which shoulil
be doing muck towards contributing to rail-
way freights and the reveune of other Gov-
ernment departments, and towards reducing
the taxation under which the eitizens of West-
ern Australia are groaning to-day. I was
delighted with the eulogy which was show-
ered on the Sonth-West by previons speakers.
The whole of the discussion on the Estimates
has leen directed towards the South-West
ag the only avenue opening up for the peaple
whom we expeet to receive here. It is in-
deed the only avenue upon which the Gov-
ernment  can  concentrate.  They reguire
money and they should get it. The membor
far Fast Perth has intimated that morey
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ean be secured if it is not available in other
directions.

Mr. Simons: Ten million pounds.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: At a reasonable rate
of interest?

Me. Simons: At 6 per cent.

The FPremier: That is too much,

Mr, O’LOGHLEXN: I hope that whenever
money is securcd we shall be prepared to
gamble on the future, We are obliged to
do so. We must save Western Australia,
and develop the South-West by hook or hy
erook. By developing the South-West we
shall be giving our people an opportunity
which has been denied them in the past
We shall be giving encouragement to peopls
who have battled for many years to make
a# home for themselves. By that means we
shall assist in building up for posterity as
well as the State. Let me conclude by re-
peating what the Minister for Education

said to the people of the South-West:
We must realise that we are only a
sparsely populated country and are prae-

tically only an undeveloped people. Within
a few days’ sail of our shores there are teem-
ing millions of Asiatics. They want room
and are ecasting their eyes upon this great
southern continent. TUnless we people our ownt
areas we have no right to hold such large
and fertile arveas in a state of undevelopment.
I know there are problems, the result of the
great war in which millions of money went
up in smoke and the flower of the human
race went under. We had our difficulties
durirg the war, and the problemns of peace
arz ceually pronounced. In Washington a
conferenve of representatives of all parts of
the worldl has assembled in order to try to
provide for the permanent peace of the
world. | hope the conference will succeed.
But we have to remember that though the
gentle praises of the simple life may be sung
in the achools, from the ¢opy books may Dbe
struck the last note of every martial anthem,
somewhere deep down in the darkness of
human greed and ignorance, there will still he
hearld the droms of armies and the tramp of
horses, and the silent upturned faces will be
seen,  Men may prophecy and women may
pray, but we shall never have perfeet peace en
earth until we get back to the dreams of
ehildhood, until those dreams arc taken as a
chart to the destinies of man. I have been
speaking about the pioneering difficulties.
They are great and pronounced. The other
night I was speaking to a lady at Manjimup,
who declared, as a resident with 12 years'
experiencc—she spoke as one with-authority
—that those who went cut into that witder-
ness 30 or 60 years ago had hearts as hig as
the Atlantic ocean. They went out through
pathless forests to grapple with the silence
ancl solitude of centuries; they faeed the ter-
rific grandeur of the bush; they carved ont for
themselves and their ehildren homes which
will stamd as monuments to their memories.
We have established group settlements of
soldiers, and there is no reason why they
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should not succeed. At Yorkrakine there
was established some years ago a settlement
of penniless lumpers from Fremantle, and
to-day those men are prosperous. Those
lumpers sueceeded in the wheat areas: why
should not the soldiers succeed in the South-
West? In scaling the ¢liffs at Gallipoli the
soldiers were described as the bravest thing
God cver made. Ou the fields of France and
Flanders they vied with the most powerful
armies that Continental nations eould pro-
duee. On the sun-baked plains of Egypt and
Palestine they demonstrated their werth, and
built up a tradition that will live “*till the
sady of the desert grow cokl.’’

Mr. ANGBLO (Gascoyne) [8.36]: After
the brilliant speech just delivered by the
member for Forrest I feel no disposition to
speak at length, but I must reply to the
eritivism made by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion on the Gascoyoe Vermin Board. The
best way of doing so will be to quote a
speech which 1 made here on the 21st
February, 1918— '

Some years ago, it will be within the
memory of the House, there was a rabbit
invagion approaching Western Australia.
The people came to the Government and
asked that something should be done to
prevent the rabbits getting to the fertile
parts of the Houth-West. Two fences
were erected by the Government out of
money found by the taxpayers, of which
the Gascoyne people contributed their
share. Ever since the fences have been
erceted they have been kept in good order
at the cost of the taxpayers, of whieh,
again I say, the Gascoync people paid
their share, In 1908 the rabbits had got
through the No. 2 fence, and the Gas-
coyne people pointed out to the Govern-
ment the serious menace the rabbits were
becoming as far as the Gascoyne distriet
was concerned. The Governmeni said
they had no money at that time, 50 the
Gascoyne people replied by asking the
Government to give them power fo tax
themselves and when that power was
given they formed a vermin board and,
borrowing the money from the Govern-
ment, erected their own fence. We put
up 327 miles of fencing, und protected
not ouly the fertile plains of the Gas-
coyne, but also the lands adjoining in the
North. Unfortunately, two years later
came along the worst (irought the pastor-
alists have ever known, Our flocks were
depleted in some insftanees by one-half,
and in other instances by twa-thirds. This
drought continued for four years, and
hon. members c¢an easily imagine that the
arrears of rates became rather high. On
one station the ameunt {otalled £700, on
another £500, on another £300, and so on.

Briefly, I may say that the vermin board,
congisting of pastoralists, were not able to
enforce payment of these arrears. One
squatter does not like to sell another up.
So the board asked the Govermment to take

-
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over the fence and maintain it, The Gov-
ernment agreed to do this providing, of
course, that the pastoralists paid back the
amount of their loan indebtedness together
with all arrears of interest. This the
pastoralists  willingly undertook to do.
According to the Auditor General’s report,
in June 1916 there was a debt of £70,849,
and also acenmulated ivterest £18,763. On
the date 1 spoke, according to figures sup-
plied to me by the Agricultural Department,
the loan indebtedness had beeu reduced to
about £60,000, and on aceount of interest
£9,800 had been paid. The pastoralists ex-
pressed their willingness to repay their loan
indebtedness, together with arrears of in-
terest and aceruned rates, provided the Gov-
ernment gave them 30 years to do it. So
far as the fence was concerned, however,
the pastoralists were ready to abandon it.
The Govermment thercupon expressed their
willingness to maintain the fenee if the
pastoralists paid up the amount of the loan
and arrears of interest. -rbat has been
done ever since.

The Premier: Are you sure it has been
done?

Mr. ANGELO: There may be a few
isplated cnses of pastoralists in difficulties
and therefore in arrears; but the pastoral-
ists as a whole have been paying each year
their quota of principal and also of interest.

Notwithstanding the agreement, however,
the QGovernment have been debiting the
arvount with the eost of maintenance

From the report of the Agricultural Depart-
ment, page 7, it appears that on the credit
side there is, for rates collected, an amount
of £4,366.

Hon, P, Collier: And what is the expeudi-
ture? £7,000.

Mr. ANGELO: Ezaetly; but the Govern-
ment have been debiting this aceount with
the cost of maintenance, which they them- *
selves nndertook to bear.

The Premier: Oh, no!

Hon, . Collier: Why should not the Gov-
ernnment debit the maintenanece?

Mr. ANGELO: Because the Government
undertook to pay for the maintenance.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: Who is reaping
the henefit of the fence and its mainten-
ance?

Mr. ANGELO: The State as a whole.

Hor. P. Collier: You are admitting my
case, which is that the squatters have not
paid anything back,

Mr. ANGELOQ: T want to impress on the
Leader of the Opposition my figures, which
show that he is absolutely wrong. On the
revenue side there is shown £4,566 on
arcount of rates collected.  On the other
ride are the items for which the pastoral-
ists are liable namely, interest om loan

account £2,185, and a thirtieth of the
£66,000 being the amount of the loan,
£2,200, making a total of £4,385, That is

the amount the pastoralists should have
been liable for during the past year, namely,
£4,385, and agaiust that there is a collection
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of £4,801 for rates and rent, or £500 more
than the aquatters were really liable for.

Hon. P. Collier: In equity they are liable
for the lot.

Mr. ANGELO: No, It was definitely agreed
Bix or seven years ago that if the Govern-
ment wanted to see that fence maintained,
they would have to maintain it themsclves.
The pastoralists de not desire in any way
to repudiate their liability, that of paying
back the loan and interest.

Mr. Lutey: They are prepared to keep on
owing it for ever.

Mr., ANGELO: As regards the fence,
they decided that it was unnecessary and so
they declined to maintain it. They told the
Government that if the Goveranment wished
the fenee maintained, the Government would
have to do the maintenance.

Hon, P. Collier: Why should the Govern-
ment do it?

Mr. ANGELO: Why should the Govern-
ment look after the other two fences? To
the pastoralists it did not matter whether
the fence was sold, or what was done with
it. They never at any time tried to repu-
diate their liability. The trouble is that for
the last six years the Government have been
debiting the acecount with maintenance. How
is that going to be squared?  When Mr.
Baxter was administering the Departmént of
Agriculture I appreached him two or three
times in order to get the matter settled;
but it has been allowed to drift on and on,
until now there is another £20,000 to be
added to the State’s deficit. That is 2 ques-
tion that has to be settled vet. Pastoralists
on the Gascoyne and the Ashburton now owe
between £41,000 and £42,000 and there is not
one of them who would endeavour to repudi-
ate that liability for a moment, I am glad
that the Leader of the Opposition brought
up this point, becavse it has enabled me to
correct & wrong impression regarding the
attitude of the pastoralists.

Hon. P. Collier: I think you have entirely
failed to do that.

Mr, ANGELO: I am sorry if the Leader
of the Opposition thinks that is so.

Hon. P. Collier: If you are satisfied, I
am,

Mr. ANGELO: Most decidedly, I am sat-
isfied.

Hon. P. Collier: I am afraid I am still
satisfied with my case.

Mr. ANGELO: There are none so dense
as those whe do not wish to understand.
Regarding the South-West trip, I alsa join
with other members in regretting the dab-
sence of the Premier. T think the party was
very much in need of a guvide, philosopher
and friend.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
bad.

Mr., ANGELO: I will simply say that T
only wish the Premier had been with us in-
stead, I will give one little instance to
demonstrate why we should- have had the
Premier or someone who thoroughly under-

His deputy was not too
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ptood and knew the lands of our State.
Members will remember that we went to see
the soldier settlement at Brunswick, We
visited a farm owned by a man named
Stanley. I think it -was the member for
Wagin (Mr, Stubbs) who said that his place
would not carry a rabbit. For my part, I
thought it was a most impossible preposition.
Several members remarked that it was a
very poor proposition upon which to settle
a returned soldier. That was the impression
we went away with. Fortunately, the mem-
ber for Bunbury (JMr. Money) subsequently
took us to see a paddoek covered with sub-
terranean clover, While locking over that
beautiful paddock I remarked ta Mr. Dungey,
who was driving us, and who is an expert
in that particular distriet, that it was
a pity that the returned soldier had not
bheen piaced upon land such as that we
were looking at.  He replied: (“That was
exactly the same sort of land as this pad-
doek. The only thing is that it wants worlk-
ing.’” That ineident demonstrates the fact
that we mneeded a guide, philosopher aud
friend during our travels, More than one
member went away from that soldier’s pro-
perty remarking on the poor quality of the
land, and we wanted someone who was able
to tell us that it was similar land to the
other good land we had seen. Do hom, mem-
bers think that, had the Premier been with
us, he *would ever have allowed us to go away
with sueh a wrong iwmpression? T say he
would not, and he would have ealled upon
his officers to prove that he was right in his
contention that the land upon which the re-
turned soldier had been placed, was equal to
the good land we had seen all around that
part of the distriet. ‘A few months ago, 1
had the advantage of a trip te South Aus-
tralia and Vietoria. I saw a good deal of the
country, particularly of the dairy farming
areas. 1 could not help noticing the differ-
ence between the methods adopted in South
Australin and those adopted in Western Aus-
tralin. Both in South Australia and Vietoria,
nearly every farm throughout the dairying
areas had its silo. They preserved fodder for
use during the dry periods. Throughout our
whole trip in the South-West, we saw only
two silos and neither of them was being
used. Mr. Richardson, who accompanied us,
assured me that ensilage was not necessary
in the Pemberton district, but T consider we
should encourage the use of the silo in the
Roelands and Brunswick districts, where we
know they experience their dry periods.

The Minister for Works: We had some
of the best silos in the State on the Bruns-
wick State farhi, but they ~were all con-
demned,

Mr. ANGELOQ: At any rate, T could not
help roticing the difference hetween the
methods adopted in the States T have men-
tioned and in Western Australia. I am afraid
our methods are 20 years behind the times.

Mr. Momey: Tf you went down to those
distriets in January, February, and March,
you would sce them growing green maize.
You do not want silos there.
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Mr. ANGELO: 1In connection with the
pastoral industry, an expert came from the
Eactern States many years ago and told the
pastoralists they were 20t years behind the
times in the methods they were employing.
These pastoralists were in a better position
then, perhaps, the farmers are in. They had
money to go to the Eastern States and money
to send their sons there as well, - They went
East with the resnlt that the methods em-
ployed in the North-Weat now, are up to date,
Tf we coulil induce some of the successful
farmers of .South Australia and Vietoria to
pay  a visit to Western Awustralia, even if
they came as guests of the Government, they
could go amongst our farmers and give them
help and advice in connection with their
farming operationas.

Mr. O0’Loghlen: Our agricultural experts
should he able to do that,

Mv. ANGELO: T suppose we only have
one or two such experts.

Mr. O’Loghlen: T think there are five of

them,

Mr. ANGELO: Are they ahreast of the
times?

Mr. O'Loghlen: That is what we want to
know.

Mr. ANGELO: Some of them have been
too long in Western Australia.

The Premier: That will not do; vou are
native horn, are you not?

Mr. Money: Perhaps the remark applies
to the hon. member himself,

Mr. ANGELO: T am satisfied that unless
we go away from onr own State and see the
methods employed in other parts of Austra-
lia, we cannot keep up to date. The Premier
hlmself went to Victoria and, as the result
of what he saw, telegraphed to the Ministers
here, his surprise at the development that
had taken place in eonnection with the Vie-
torian industries and suggested that we should
do the same thing, Tt is by sueh means that
we all hen-fit.

Alr. O 'T.oghlen: TYou want to get out of
your own little graove,

Mre. Munsie:  How about the hanana plan-
tation?

Mr., (3'Loghlen:  Ov
at Carnarvon.

Mr. ANGFLO: T was interosted in the
soldivs ' settlement at Pemberton, From
what v saw in that part of the State, mem-
bers st be convineed that there is roum
there for n pgreat uwmber of sctilors to be
Jraced.

Mr. O Toghlen: Not teo many.

Mr. ANGELO: T think the area granted
to rarh man is a little too extensive. T had
o talk with a Int of farmers in the district
T refer to, and T met one man who is a sue-
cessful farmer. He holds hetween 600 and
700 aeres, He said that after 20 years hard
work he had only bheen able to bnng 100
acres under cultivation,

AMr. O'Loghlen: Ile is 2 lucky man to
have 100 acres cleared after 20 years work.

Mr. ANGELQ: Tf the soldicrs were given
A0 acres instead of 100 acres,- it would be

the fishine industry
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quite sufficient, Tn those circumstances, they
would be brought closer together and that
woulil have the effect of making their life
more congenial. Their overhead charges, as
regards the making of roads and so on,
would be less, and each group of 20 or 30
men could thus have a commonage at the
back of their blocks, where they could run
their dry eattle during the period of the year
they were not depasturing their eattle at
home. We are all of one opinion that there
is a wonderful area of magnifieent land in
the South-West. Dreviously, [ had never been
south of Bridgetown, and I was gurprised at
the extent of the good land right from
Bridgetown to Pemberton. There were not
only high karri and jarrah forests, but cloge
jungle country, evidencing the richness of
the soil. Country which could give such a
prolific growth in trees and jungle, would
need to be rieh indeed. That impression was
confirmed by the few settlements that have
bheen undertaken along that tract of country.
To develop the South-West we require to
spend a considerable sum of money, other-
wise it cannot be done, The question this
C'ommittee has to decide is: Are we to spend
that money or are we not to spend-it?

Mr, O'Loghlen: Do you suggest we should
settle these hig karri hilis?

Mr, ANGELO: The question whether the
timber shoulil be cut and replaced by settlers
or whether settlement should only take place
where the timber has been cut out, is one to
be decided by experts. It is an important
question and it should be decided before any
scttlement is undertakén in a big way., As
to the finaucial aspeet, is the State ]ustlﬁed
in spending a large amount of money in the
development of the South-West? We know
thia State is in a parlous financial condition.
We are right up against it. I think every-
one acknowledges that faet,

AMr. Mann:  Yon do not expect to develop
the State out of revenue surely! Yon must
have money,

Mr. ANGELGO: TIf the member for Perth
{Mr. Mann) will wait for a few moments,

he will find that my opinion coineides with
his. During my earcer ay a hanker, T had
some important businesses and  big  over-
drafts to. Took after. There was o par-
ticular case that comes to my mind, Tt was
that of a pastoralist who had wmagnificent
country but who had spent too much money
on one particular line of development. That
line was the provision of water. He had
spent a lot of money trying to find water,
without obtaining any. He was not satis-
fied until he had proeured wufficient water to
provide for the requirenients of the whale
run, His overdraft ran up to a very bhig
figure, The bank authoritics were rather
anxions about his account. They asked for
my opinion. I told them there was one of
two courses to follow. One course was {o
ask him to sell his holding, and the othor was
to give him £5,000 or £6,000 extra to fence
his run and stock it. The bank agreed to the
latter proposition. The pastoralist fenced
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his run and stocked it. To-day he does not
owe a penny to anyome, and he is a wealthy
man. The State is in the same position re-
garding the South-West. We have a mag-
nificent country, We have spent too much
moneay in one particular line of improvement,
namely the railways, What are we going to
do! Are we going to sell ont or develop the
South-West? The only way to develop the
South-West is to follow the same course
adopted by the pastoralist T have mentioned.
We munst get money fo imptrove the South-
West in other ways besides the provision of
railways. The land has to be cleared and
roads have to be made. We have to stock it,
not with sheep but with people. We shonld
get as many people as we can induce to come
here and settle in the South-West. The Gov-
ernment should borrow ten million pounds if
necessary, and that money should be spent ia
the development of this magnificent part of
the State. Tf the question be brought up in
the House I will unhesitatingly vote in
favour of raising a big loan to develop the
South-West, After my visit to the South-
West | ‘bave come to the conclusion that no
Government could hope to simuitancously de-
velop both the South-West and the XNorth-
West, In the South-West the Government
havé such o wonderful territory to develop
that T consider it their duty to go right
ahead with that work and allow us in the
North-West to form a new State and look
after our own destinies.

Mr. A, THOMSOX (Xatanning) [9.1]:
Huving heard so many members speak in
praise of the South-West, I have come to the
conelugion that the next time I want any-
thing in my electorate I will organise a tour
down therc and so get members to come and
see for themselves. It must be very gratify-
ing to the members for the South-West to
Iear all these eulogics of that portion of the
State.

The Premier: It is very gratifying to me,
after so many years.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Mr. A. THOMSOX: T congratulate the
Leader of the Opposition on his desire to
assist the Government in the development of
Jand settlement.  Unfortunately T seem to
have ineurred some displeasure by asking,
some little time ago, what the trip to the
South-West was going to cost. Let me assure
the members for the Bouth-West that T had
no desire whatever to hamper in any way the
development of that part of the State.
member for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen) has
said that what is wanted down there is en-
couragement to the settlers. T say that what
is required for the development of the South-
West is practical asgistance to the settlers.
We have heard a lot abont sympathy, and
the Leader of the Opposition has declared
that for the past 10 years the discussion on
the Estimates has been full of weferences to
the wonderful potentialities of the South-
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West and that, presumably, we shall still con-
tinze year after year to hear fhe same
phrages,

Hon. P. Collier: In the past we were faced
with the difficulty of finding suflicient money
to develop at the same time the wheat areas
and the South-West. Now that we have one
fairly well developed, we might reasonably
see about finding the money to g0 on mth
the development of the other.

Mr. A. THOMSON: If money spent in
the development of the Sonth-West will give
as big a return as that spent on the develop-
ment of the wheat areas, we shall be fortun-
ate indeed.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It will give a bigger re-
turn, but it will take more time.

Mr. A. THOMSBON: Practical assistance is
requived for the settlers, not only in the
South-West, but for those engaged in agri-
cultural production right round to Albany,
T have always contended that the Tndnstries
Agsistance Board should have rendered as-
sistance to those growing root crops as well
as to those growing wheat, T have never
heen able to understand why such assistance
shounld be withheld. T do not agree with the
Leader of the Opposition in the exception
he takes to the changes made in the Agri-
cultural Department. I congratnlate the
Minister on having reorganised the depart-
ment and placed at its head a practical man.
We want there a man who will be able to
direct all branches which come under his con-
trol, and T am sure that, as the result of the
reorganisation effected, we have in the de-
partment to-day preater efficiency than ever
before. Tn Mr. Sutton we have oue who is
not only an expert in wheat, but who has a
thorough knowledge of agrieulture genervaliy.
If we are to get the best reaunlts from agari-
culture, it ecan only be done hy having in the
department men who understand their work.

Mr. O'Loghlen: How can he direct set-
tlers in the field if his time be taken up in
the office?

Mr. A, THOMSON:
jnto the fighting line.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Neither does he stay in
a dugont.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: I have never known
Mr. Sutton stay in his office. There is no
44.hour-week attitude about Mr. Sutton; all
days, incloding Saturday and Sunday, are
alike to him, and the State is exeeedingly
fortunate in ha.vmg him at the head of the
Agricultural Department, T take strong ex-
ception to the Leader of the Opposition’s
quoting from the annual report of the Chief
Inspector of Rabbits to the effect that very
few scttlers have taken advantage of the
Government 's offer to supply them with wire
netting with which to fence in their dams.

1lon. P. Collier: Then you are taking ex-
ception, not to my remarks, but to the ex-
pert’s report.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: That is so. Still, the
hon. member said that the farming com-
munity were not taking advantage of what

A peneral does not.go
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appeared to be a generous offer by the de-
partment.

Hon. P. Collier: I was merely quoting from
the report of the echief inspector,

Mr. A, TIHHOMSOXN: You drew attentipn to
it. I wish to impress on the House arother
phase of the guestion. The rabbit dgpart-
ment consider that one way of effeclively
dealing with the pest is to fence in all dams.
It is also a very effective way of fencing out
stock from the water. Adilitionally, it means
considerable cost to the farmer. He has
cither to go cach night and open his dam to
allow the stock to get to the water, or he has
to purchase an expensive windmill and erect
troughing:.

Hon, PP, Collier: On a farm g windmill
would by cheaper than rabbits.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: Probably se, but there
are scores of farms which have no rabbits
at all.  The late chief inspector insisted on
the farmers fencing in their dams., I have
had strong protests against this from wari-
ous parts of my electorate. Muech as T de-
sire to economise, I must confess that it
woull be very unwise to make any drastie
reduction in the expenditure of the Agricul-
tural Department.

The Premier:
think of that?

Mr. A. THOMSON: T have not asked him.

The Premier: But he is your adviser in

chief.
" Mr. A, THOMSON: He advises me, and I
act on his adviee when I think it is right.
The KEstimates of the department show an
apparent saving of £5,000. I say apparent,
beeause with the exception of a few minor
items, it represcnts actually a number of
transfers to other departments. Last year
this department, under the administration
of Mr. Baxter, kept within its Estimates.
I was pleased to hear such eulogies of the
South-West, Regarding the statements made
from time to time that there are large areas
of alicnated land adjaeent to the railways,
and not heing profitably utilised, I would
like to refer members to the annual report
of the department,  Will the Minister, in
reply, give some indication of the intention
ol the Government with regard to assisting
those people who have been placed on light
lands and are suffering as a’resalt! Somce of
these men have spent years of their lives
in trying to make a success of the light lands,
and their efforis have merely gone to prove
that the light lands are unprofitable. An
important eonference was held in the Perth
Technieal Sehool on the 21rd and 24th Feb-
ruary last, and T would like to know from
the Minister whether the Government intend
to give effect to the resolutions of the con-
ference.

The Premier: T
carrying them out.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T take it the Premier
will deal with each case on its merits.

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. A. THOMSBON: T know the Premier
ean he relied wpon to give these scttlers

What does Mr. Gardiner
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sympathetic treatment. During the years I
bave represented IKatanning, I have never
known the Government to do an injustiee to
any settler; on the contrary they have ex-
tended all possible consideration and leni-
ency to soettlers. Rocently this State wns
visited by Mr. Strachan, who gave us an iu-
tercsting lecturette on the flax industry, He
has sinee visited virious portions of this
State, and the Minister might give ns some
information as to whether there is likely to
be any result from his visit. I think the
flax induvstry might well be fostered in West-
ern Australin. Secing that we are faced
with an almost certain glut as regards many
of the commodities we are producing in the
South-West, the Government might devote
some of its energies to encouraging the
growth of flax. I know that the Mlinister
anil Dircetor of Agriculture are sympathetic.
If it is possible for the Government to set
aside a sum of money to foster the industry,
excellent results should follow., I congratu-
late the Premier on his land settlement pol-
iy in connection with the Bouth-West, and
particularly on his introduction of the group
settlement scheme. If we are going to de-
velop this country, only by having eommunity
settlement organised on proper lines can we
hope to obtain any real mensure of sueeess.
The member for Sussex (AMr. Pickering)
stated that last year the excess quantity of
potatoes produced amounted to 1,000 toms.
This is a great difficulty which the Govern-
ment must face.

The Premier: We imported £30,000 worth
of potatoes last year,

Mr. A, THOMSON: B5till, there was an
excess of loeal production.

The Premier: No fear.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: There was a tem-
porary giut, anyhow, No provision was made
ts handle the excess quantity and, unfortun-
ately, the potatoes would not keep, and great
loss was sustained by the producers and by
the State. The same thing applies to all
other commodities which are now being pro-
duced, and which will be produced: by the
group settlements. While the (overnment
arc to be congratulated on their land settle-
nment poliey, it is the duty of the Govern-
went and of the department to seriously con-
sider practical means for marketing the pro-
duce of these men. It is all very well to
urge people to go upon the land and tell
them that it will grow potatoes, onions, eah-
hages, peas, and all sorts of things, but if
they eannot sell their produee profitably
after growing it, there is not mueh encour-
agement for them to stick to the land. Our
orchardists have produced soft fruits and
sont them to market, and the refurn has not
recompensed them for the cost of the cases.
I hope the Government will consider a com-
prehensive scheme for marketing these com-
modities.

The Premier: Why the devil shouldn’t
they get into touch wi{h the people who want
their produce?
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Mr. A, THOMSON: That might be pos-
sible in the case of people who are already
established on their holdings. The Premier
bas introduced the group settlement scheme.
There is nothing new about it; it has been
in exisfenee for years.

Capt. Carter: Where?

Mr. A, THOMSON: In Victorin, where
they have had village settlements for years;
they amount to the same thing.

Capt. Carter: Give the Premier the credit
for introdueing the system here, anyhow.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: I have no desirc to
diseount the credit due to the Premier; he
is the respensible Minister and he has bronght
the group system into being here, but when
he is putting soldiers and new settlers into
group settlements, there is a duty beyond
merely settling them or the land. DMarkets
must be provided. The bulk of the settlers
have only limited capital, and are not in a
position to arrange to market their own pro-
duce. At the present time commeodities are
being produced and, in the glut periods, it
does not pay to gather them. I consider
that the group settlements will he a success,
but it might be advisable for the Govern-
ment to take a limited quantity of the pro-
duee. The Government hive to supply their
hospitals, gaols, the sanatorium, the State
steamers, and Parliament House with fruit,
vegetables and dairy produce,
they could take a given quantity from the
gettlers and thus provide a small market for
them, The Commonwealth Government, too,
might be prevailed upon to take produce
for their steamers. The Premiers’ confer-
ence reeently congidered the question of mar-
keting and T hope that some practical results
will follow their deliberations. T do not in-
tend to move for any reduction of this vote.
This is one of the votes every pemny of
whieh, if judiciously expended, will return
greater value to the State than any other
division of the Estimates.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitcliell
—Northam) [9.26]: T wish to say how much
I appreciate the remarks which have fallen
from members to-nmight. Y am delighted
that we are in accord on the point that
great expenditure may safely be under-
taken for the development of the sonth-
western portion of the State. In organising
the recent tour of the South-West for
members, I hoped it would be successful
and that members would see more than they
had ever seen before and would learn that
the possibilities that there exist were far

beyond anything they had dreamed of. The-

trip proved successful. Members were able
- to see mueb that it would have heen im-
possible to see except on a trip of this
description. I promise members not to dis-
appoint them when I bring down the Loan
Estimates later in the session. Some weeks
ago T told them what they could expect. I
intend to ask for money to enable us to
make econsiderable progress in the south-
western portion of the State. I desire, if
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possible, to be able to clear a couple of
million neres more of the wheat lands of
this country, and I want to see the wheat
production doubled in the next three years,
There is no way out of our present trouble
except by inereasing production, and in the
wheat areas this can be brought about very
quickly, mueh more quickly than in any
other part of the State. The development
in the wheat helt is considerable, and the
preparation for further development is at
hand. I hopc we shall be able to get encugh
money to enable our wheat farmers to clear
a vast area during the next two or three
years, and that the result will be as I have
mentioned, I hope that before many years
are over, we shall have a very much in-
ereased wheat production. I think that in
six or seven years from now, we ean expect
to produee 45 million bushels of wheat. I
recollect that in 1910 we imperted flour,
and vyet six years later we produeed six
times as much whent as we produced in
1919, Having accomplished that, surely
we can multiply our present wheat produe-
tion by two in the course of the next six
years. It is not a question of whether we
wish to do this or not; we have got to do
it if we are going to live. Money borrowed
to do this work is mouey for which these
men themselves have to pay, and not the
general taxpayer. The general taxpayer
has all the advantagns of this cxpenditure
and production without paying any portion
of the coat. It i3 sometimes said that the
wheat farmer of this State has been spoon-
fed. 'There is not an atom of fruth in that.
We have done for our wheat farmer what
has been done by all other countries in the
world. Kitchener’s work in Egypt was
work of development, and it was paid for
out, of money advanced for that purpose.
Mr. Josephk Chamberlain spent momey in
order to encourage development and pro-
duction, We too had to spend money in
the develepment of the Wheat Belt. No
oneg knows what would have happened to
the country but for the men who went out
inte those Jands during the last four or five
years, We must also have money to develop
the South-West, Men are available to-day
for settlement there. They are willing to
go down and settle there under the group
system. They would be unwise if they
missed this opportunity, because it will not
always be with vs. The land is there now,
I prefer our own people if they will go,
and the people who come to thisz couniry
can go io the jobs that our own people
leave. Some time ago we took 50 men
from Fremantlee. The member for North-
East Fremantle joined with me in this mat-
ter, and we made¢ a guecessful settlement.
The other day, at the invitation of the
member for Fremantle and the member for
South Fremantle T went to the port, and
had & remarkable meeting there. The
lumpers are a fine body of men, We are
getting ready to send a vumber of them on
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to the land, and I believe they will make
good settlers.

Hon. P. Collier: We will join you in every
effort in that direction,

The PREMIER: I am sure the hon. mem-
ber will do so. I want to see all the land
settled between Perth and Albany. I also
want to see the Pemberton line eompleted.
It is pot right that we should hold our
eountry undeveloped any longer. It is a
responsibility we have to face.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Settle them alomg the
gulleys and leave the hills for the timber.

The PREMIER: Therc is plenty of room
in the South-West for the forester as well
as the farmer.

Mr. O'Loghlen- We just have to curb
you a little.

The PREMIER: We must bhave our
timber, and we shall always have jarrah
because that grows on the poor land. There
is & great opportunity awaiting anyone in
the marketing of our fruit. Last year hun-
dreds of tons of magnificent fruit were
wasteidl whichk might well lhave gone to the
back country. TFruit should go inte every
home at prices which will pay the producer.
Every ounce of fruit grown in the orchard
¢an he taken to the goldficlds and the wheat
arcas, it it can be sold te the people by the
producer or his organisation direct and at
moderate prices. It is a erying shame that
thigs iz not done. We look far afield for
markets, but I do not know a better market
than that which we have in our midst.

Hon. P, Collier: And yet the fruit is be-
vond the reach of the working man.

The PREMIER: It is beyond the reach
of most people at present. The Minister for
Agrienlture is inquiring into the matter, I
hope he will be able to arrange for the fruit
to be directed into the homes of the people
who at present do not get it. If Mr. de
Garis can do for the fruit industry of West-
ern Australia what he did for the dried fruit
indnstry in the Eastern States, he will be
doing a great work for the State. When I
went fo Bridpetown last year T saw tons of
pears rotting on the ground. [ then went
to the Wheat Belt and found that the peo-
ple there were without fruit, notwithstanding
all this waste that was oceurring. I helieve
the Minister will be able to get the fruit to
the people this vear without its being passed
through the middleman at all, and that this
will be of alvantage to both the producer
and the consumer.

Hon. 1. ('ollier:
well if he does,

The PREMIER: T think we c¢an arrango
for the fruit to go by train direet. I would
jnform the wember for Katanning that we
jmport abont a million and a half ponnds
vorth of fowlstuff, which can he grown by
the people in the proup settlements of the
Houth-West,

Mr. A, Thomson; T quite agree with von.

The PREMIER: The hon. member said he
was in doubht ahout the market for the pro-

He will de exeedingly

[ASSEMBLY.}

duce. We import thousands of pounds” worth
of butter, cheese and other commodities from
the Eastern States, simply because we do
not produce them here. All these things can
be produced here, and I hope there will be a
ood many more people in the State hefore
those people who- produce them have turned
out all that the community now here re-
quires. We can produce these things with
absolute safety, becavse we can produve them
more cheaply than they can be produced, I
believe, anywhere else in the world. Our
land is cheap and our elimate is hetter here
than it is in the Eastern States, The South-
West is particularly favoured in that respect.
It is well watered, and possesses everything
a man could desire. 1 am justified in saying
that the land will do what is expected of it
more cheaply than the land in any other
State of the Commonwealth. The Director
of Agriculture is in charge of the experts of
the department. [t i3 for him to sec that
the offive is properly staffed, apd that the
men in each branch are doing their work.
We used to have a dairy expert who kept to
one part of the State, and a wheat expert
who kept te another part, whereas to-day we
have both dairving nnd wheat-growing going
on in many parts ot the State, The depart-
ment should be a department of experts. We
look to these men te direct ns, It they are
not good men, they constitute a danger to the
State and should not be retained in their
positions. 1f they are good men, there is
no end to their value.

Hon. P, Collicr: They would do an infinite
amount of harm if they were not goud men.

The PREMIER: They would be of no
uge if they were not good men, but T think
the wmen in the ddepartment are couipetent.
1 certainly wired from the Eastern States,
Lecause | saw the prosperity of the FEast
was largely due to land development. The
people of the East never will think well of
the West until we cease to buy from them.
H¥p long as we buy their produce and their
manufactured goods, so long will they have
nothing good to say of Western Australia,
Last year we Dbought seven million jounds’
worth of clothing and other forms of mer-
vhandise, Naturally they do not want to
see this market go. They think very little
of the West over there, and one frequently
hears eritivism of this country, It the area
that AMr. de Garis has ot Kendenup were sit-
uzated outside Melbourne or Adelaide, the
blocks would bring ever so much more than
they do here and would have been sold in a
few minutes. Our productive values are only
a thirl of the values in the East. I o not
see why there should be this hostility towards
us. We have been good friends to the peo-
ple in the Bast for many years. We liave
allowed them to feed and elothe us aml pro-
vifle us with nearly all our wants, They
ave taken our gold, our wool, and our
pearls, and many of them have grown rich
at our expense, Notwithstanding this, many
people over there think that no good ean
vome out of the West.
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Hon. P, Collier: We will teach them some
day.

%‘he PREMIER: We shall not be long in
teaching them a wuseful lesson.

Hon. P. Collier: Our rowers and footbal-
lers have opened their eyes.

The PREMIER: We shall scon be able to
show that Westera Australia can do as much
aa all the other States put together. I said
at the conference, ‘‘If you want to bring
Australia out of her troubles, double her
production all along the line.’” I offered
te do it in Western Australia, and I believe
we shall do it. Every industry will increase
in" production. I understand the gold-mining
industry will also increase in production. I
am told that there is an indication that after
the Christmas holidays a great deal more
stuff will be turned out and more goll wom.

Mr. Munsie: I think so too.

The PREMIER: I am told this by men
who know, We want this increased produc-
tion. It is our duty as citizens of the Em.
pire to see that this portion of the King’s
dominions is developed., The Minister for
Agriculture has not long been in office, but
he is doing his part well, and I believe he
will carry out his duties as Parliament ex-
peets him to do. I am pleased with the result
of the trip, Members will realise how grati-
fied I am by the discussion which has taken
place to-might. It is not the first time the
Leader of the Opposition has spoken as he
has done to-night. He has never spoken in
any other way of the South-West.  Many
other members, however, have expressed
doubt, probably justified, because they had
not, seen the South-West. These doubts have
now heen removed, and I will not disappoint
them when I ask them to give me a vote for
the development of this part of the country.

Mr. SIMONS (Fast Perth) [9.42]: Be-
fore this vote is passed there are one or two
points which might well be stressed in con-
nection with the development of this section
of our activities. One of the great inecotives
to land settlement is the matter of the surety
of a market, and the removal of the possi-
bilities of* over-production and the disad-
vantages of a recurring glut. We are all glad
to hear the announcement of the Premier that
sumething is to be done to organise the fruit
industry, so as to prevent the great waste of
the fruit which occurs practically every sea-
son throughout our frunit growing areas.

The Premier: The wastage was about
£50,000 worth last year.

Mr. SIMONS: That is probably a low
estimate. While we are all anxious that
the Government should help in the matter, L
am sure we must all feel that the fruit
growers themselves should exereise a little
self help by organiging their own industry.

Mr. Pickering: T think that is being done
now.

Mr. SIMONS: A pgeneral publieity cam-
paign would not cost them very mmueh, and
the industry could be organised on lines
which will aim at educating the people to use

1639

an increasing gquantity of fruit as a diet.
Visitors to Australia, who know that this is
a wonderful frujt-growing country, must be
amazed at the small part that fruit plays in
the diet of the people. We have to a great
extent floundered along on the dietary seales

usually adopted in colder countries. Even
though four or five gonerations in the
settlement of Western  Australia  have

passed, we have not adapted our people
and our conditions to the climatic forces
operating here. It is a regreitable thing
to find that froit is not a staple article

of diet in every home in Australia. As
the Leader of the Opposition points
out, it is only a few wecks ago that

we had fresh fruit on the tables within Par-
Yigment House, While we are on that subject,
it is difficult even in the best hotels of
the city of Perth to get first-class fruit. That
is a very important peint, on which the fruit-
growers shonld take action, Tt is equally
difficult in the dining cars—those wretchedly
run institutions which are mechanieally man-
aged by our department for robhing the pub-
liec—to get decent fruit. Whether there is a
system of graft or nmot in the stores branch
of the Railway Department T do not
know, but I do know that the highest
prices are being paid for the lowest
grades of fruit., People coming from
oversea travel across the Great Western Rail-
way, and there is no more cosmopolitan
passenger list to be seen anywhere in Aus-
tralia than that of the Great Western Rail-
way. It is usually made up of men who are
here to report on the resources of this State,
They may have to make a rapid survey of
our position, The firat thing they get in the way
of fruit here, if ever they get any at all, is
stunted oranges, apples below standard, and, if
during the stone fruit season, fruit in a state
of semi-decay. Those are the first impressions
vigitors get of fruit as amn article of gdiet in
this State, If the Great Western Railway
were run by a private company withont any
interest in or soul regarding the prosperity
and future of Western Australia, one could
understand the existence of that sort of
thing, But seeing that the Government run
both the Agricultural Department and the
Railway Department, they should ensure that
the two organisations work together to pre-
sent the State in the most favourable light to
vigitors. Regarding the organisation to in-
erease loeal eonsumption of fruit, we might
take pattern from Mildura. It was not until
the growers of Mildura were robbed of their
oversea markets, that they wndertook =z
campaign to educate the people of Australia
to eat every pound of dried fruit produced
in the Commonwealth. ‘They did it by put-
ting a very small impost, a fraction of a
penny, on each pound of fruit sold in the
local market. Thus they obtained a fund
which had for its purpose the launching of a
campaign of edueation to tench the people of
Australia the benefits of eating raisins, eur-
rants and sultanas, To the astonigshment of the
growers themselves, thia campaign suceceded
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80 wonderfully that in addition to absorbing
bundreds of tons which had ‘hitherto been
exported oversea, and which then could not
be exported because of the-lack of shipping,
the local consumption was s¢ great that when
the Christmas season came round during the
first year of the compaign, the Christmas de-
mand from the public was 100 tons above the
supply. We peot to this point, then, that there
had been a policy of edueation, & campaign of
publicity, which proved conclusively that
there existed in Australia a local market
capable of absorbing everything produced
during that year in some of the most prolific
fruit-growing distriets of the Commonwealth.

Mr, Underwood: Did the fruitgrowers ad-
vertige in the ‘‘Call’’t

Mr. SIMONS: We shall give the hon.
member a very good advertisement in the
$¢Call’’ if he does not make himself less ob-
jectionable, As none of this fruit was dis
tilled, the matter will not interest him. This
State should take pattern from what has
been dome in the Eastern States. If the
apple-growing distriets of Mt. Barker and
Bridgetown would organise a campaign to
educate the Western Australian peopls in the
virtues of apple-eating, on the lines of the
Mildura plan, I venture to say that we would
eonsume practically the whole of the £50,000
warth of fruit for which there was not anv
market last year, We had the extraordinarv
spectacle of hundreds of tons of apples—this
is no exaggeration—rotting in the apple
growing districts of Western Australia, while
in the wheat aréas there were people without
fresh fruit, and in the citiea there were homes
where fruit was only a very rare visitor. That
is a eondition whieh should be altered, and [
think it will be altered largely by organisa-
tion of the growers themselved after the Gov-
ernment have given a legitimate lead, There
is another point in connection with oyr agri-
cultural industry which cannot be passed
over. One of the bigpest drains on this State
each year is the amount’ of money we send
over to our Eastern gisters for products
which could very well be obtained in West-
ern Australia; but I am convineed that there
is a very definite and a very sharply organ-
ised understanding, if not an actual com-
paign, in the Eastern States to prevent West-
ern Australia from advancing far enough to
supply her own needs in this respect. There
is not any question whatever about it. The
Premier knows it, and the Minister for Agri-
culture may have seen evidence of it. There
is a great fear among KEastern States ex-
porters that the markets of Western Aus-
tralia may gradually dissolve; and I believe
there are big interests organised to prevent
production from going shead in Western
Auatralia, because in proportion to the growth
of our own self-reliance does the market for
Victorians reduce. I hate saying anything
that is likely to foster ill feeling between the
sigter States of the Australian Common-
wealth, but there is no use shutting our eyes
to facta which are obvious; and I have no
hesitation in saying that there is in the
Eastern States a very deflnite feeling and

way;
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idea to thwart the progress of Western Aus-
tralia in the realms of agricuiture. There is
another point on which I desire to touech.
During the South-Western trip we had that
little object lesson of the group of Spaniards
who are winning so much wealth from soil
classified as poor. It may indeed be that the
soil is poor. On the other hand it may he
that the Spaniard has betfer nateral judg-
ment in the matter of agriculture than we as
a people possess. When the Immigration Vote
comes up, I hope to have the opportunity
of saying a few more words on the matter
of broadening our outlook and broadening
our immigration policy, 3o as to bring ipto
this State members of other races from the
Continent of Europe who are so eminently
fitted for agriculture. If we look to the pro-
gress of Canada, the United States, the Ar-
gentine, and other newly settled countries de-
pending very largely upon the products of
the soil, we observe that they have thrown
open their gates to the best agriculturists and
the most industrious soil workers who are
willing to come from any part of Europe, It
is very gratifying, therefore, to hear mem-
bers paying generous tributes of admiration
to that little group of foreigners who are pro-
viding so fine ar object lesson in the South-
West. On the Immigration Vote T hope to
deal at some greater length with this subject
of broadening our immigration poliey in such
a way as to attract here, and absorb in pro-
fitable employment, tens of thousands of men
who do not yet speak our tongue.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [9.55]: Like
most new members, on picking up for the
first time the Annual Estimates, I felt in a
manner appalled to learn the nature of the
financigl situation to which we have retro-
gressed. I do not say that in any pessimistic
I am not at all pessimistic to-day.
Since I have seen for myself the actual
achievements and the possibilities of the
South-West, on the tour recently arranged
by the (iovernment, I have been in a much
hetter frame of mind. The Agricultural
Vote represents one of the most important
items on the Mstimates, On the hustings our
talk was all of production, and the word
“*Produce’’ was and is to-day something of
a8 slogan with most of us. I believe, too,
that we mean it. I believe that all of us
who have seen the writing on the wall have
realised that there is to-day an urgent neces-
sity for the creation of new wealth. We can-
not live forever on our overdraft; we cannot
go on for ever increasing our overdraft. We
must utilise the money raised on overdraft
for the creation of more wealth and the open-
ing of new avenues of employment. It seems
to me that we look in the right direction when
we look towards the South-West as a source
of new wenlth. There I have seen production
in many forms--production, I was going to
say, in tabloid form. In the Sputh-West we
have not =ot all our egge in one basket. On
the wheat belt we have seen men rise and
fall, some luckily rising to prosperity in s
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very few years, others sinking with the dread
apectre of fallure overhanging them within
the firat year or two. But the South-West
offers possibilities of almost assured success
provided cerfain elements are present at the
beginning. In the first place, personality is
necessary, To-day we have in the South-
West men who are living examples of per-
sonal suecess, individual suecess. T believe I
am right in saying that the Parliament of
this State has never yet voted to the South-
West, as a distriet, the assistance which has
been given to the wheat belt, for example.
The statement has been made, and T think it
is true, that not a farmer in the South-West
iv= on the LA.B.

Mr. Underwood: The Act does not per-
mit it.

Capt. CARTER: We are told that the Gov-
ernment have never asgisted the South-West;
in other words, that the South-West has hoed
its own row and got through fairly success-
fully. There is the example of Mr. Cullen, of
Bridgetown, an ountstanding example of splen-
didly successful effort., I asked Mr. Cunllen
to what he attributed his suceess, and he re-
plied, ““Work, and plenty of it.’’ I asked
him how many hours a daxr he worked, and he
replied, ‘*As long as I ean see; and I am
keen on it all the time.’’ Whilst that may
be an extreme case, and whilst we should not
expect men to become as so many slaves in
the Bouth-West, yet if we send there men
with energy and with personal love for work,
we are sending them to certain success.
Their suecess wonld mean further sueceess to
this State, the creation of new wealth, and
the disappearanee of our financial difficulties
of to-day. What do we need besides that?
We need certain assistance from the Gov-
ernment for clearing and drainage purposes.
The trip through the South-West demon-
strated the value of community effort and
the necessity for a comprehensive scheme to
deal with these problems, We saw ouc tree-
pulier——a Government machine, pulling down
in one effort about 14 trees. To my
mind, it represented work which would
have entailed arduons effort for foor
days or morc for a man, and yet we
saw it dome in four minutes or so. That
wag a splendid ecxample of community effort.
Throughout the soldiers’ settlements we
vigited, we saw the value of that type of
effort. That principle must be applied in
the development of these areas. The indi-
vidual farmer scheme will not pay. I will
support the Government if they bring .for-
ward n complete scheme to drain the South-
West on a comprehensive and adequate hasis.
One hon. member said that we wanted an-
other C. Y. O’Connor to arise in our midst
with a grand scheme which would drain the
land and make 1t sweet and fit for intense
culture. I believe we have that type of man
in our midst, and that we have enginecers
capable of carrying out some such big scheme
to drain these great areas of sour land which,
as we saw in those parts that were drained,
are capable of great productivity and
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much intense culture. We need Govern-
ment agsistance and the Government need
more money. I pledge my support to the
Government in any scheme they may bring for-
ward to achieve that result. Further than
that, we need individual assistance to the
settlers along similar lines to the assistance
granted to the farmers in the wheat areas
through the Industries Assistance Board.
We want cheap money on long terms. We
want expert advice, not wmerely theoretical
advice, but the advice of men with practical
experience in the field, men who have heea
on the land and know the difficulties of the
land. T believe we have those men. We
recognised such men in the individwals who
met us throughout the trip and pguided
us  through the different distriets we
visited: They were men with a sound,
practical knowledge who knew the dis-
triet, knew the difficuities and peculiarities
of the land, and who were sought after by
the settlers.

Mr. Money: They are the men who would
make the beat experis.

Capt. CARTER: I believe that is true
too. They were men who were born and
bred in the distriets we were passing
throngh, They would be the best men to
act as the Govermment experts controlling
tbis grand scheme which, I believe, is in
the wind., In addition, we must get

arkets. I do not wish to labour the ques-
twon of the establishment of dehydration
plants, canning and preserving plants, and
so on. This aspect is peculiarly a matter
for co-operative effort. There arec various
ways of procuring the market. Population
will help to furnish 2 market, and with an
adequate population, the means of providing
for comumunity effort wonld be at hand.
There would need to be action on the part
of the Government to induce immigration

- from the Eastern States and from overseas

as well. There is a splendid vista of possi-
bilitics opening up before the eyes of any-
one with any serse of vision at all. Com-
munity effort appears to me one of the
finest schemes ever inaugurated in this
country. It spells a period of almost cer-
tain success. It-spells a period of certzin
hard work for those who setfle in these
areas. It mteans that those men wiil need
assistance. They will require to share their
tronbles and difficulties and learn from one
another’s mistakes. If they do that, they
will do more to develop the country than
any similar nomber of individual farmers
could possibly achieve. Personaily, I thank
the Governmeni for the opportunity afforded
me of seeing the South-West apd secing
what js possible in that great couniry,
learning something of the ideas of the
settlers themselves and of those who love
tkeir country, There is one thing that
disappoiuted me during the trip. T have
mentioned it before beecanse it is a matter
that affects my own electorate as well, I
refer to the negleet of the pig-raising in-
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dustry. We saw practically no pigs through-
out the trip in the South-West. I eannot
understand why thai is so, seeing that there
were such luseions root crops and fruits in
alumlonve and to spare for tveding purposes.
It mewhers turn to the agricultural report
for 1421 they will see the following para-
graph:—

The pig raising industry has had a
rather disappointing year, and pig pro-
duction has fallen awnyv in spite of the
fact that pigs are the only livestock
which have not seriously depreciated in

value during the last six mmonths, TUn-
doubtedly the high prices whiech have
ruled for wheat and mill offals have

afTected the pig industry, and an effort
should be made by the Government to
contrel and pool for distribution, all in-

ferior wheat. Hy this means, a large
quantity of cheap pig feed would be
available, and an important industry

fostered.

Hon. P. Collier: There is a similar para-
graph in the same report relating to the
poultry industry. It is all due to the high
price of wheat,

Capt. CARTER : That is so. In 1918
there were 85,863 pigs and there were in
1919 only 38,160 pigs in the State,

Hon. P. Collier: Four years ago, there
were 111,000 pigs as against 60,176 in 1920.

Capt. CARTER: That is perfectly tirue
and it is all due to the high price of mill
offals and wheat. As the Leader of the
Opposition has remarked, the same thing
applies to the poultry industry., I have
already  quoted figures relating to that
point. In Belmont where there werc a
hundred thousand bhead of poultry two
years ago, there are to-day about 3,000
head, or 95 per cent. less. This is a matter
which the Department of Agriculture and
the responsible Minister should take into
vonsideration, [ helieve that these indus-
tries nre essentially part and pareel of the
future progress of the Btate, We should
he one of the greatest pig-raising and
Lavon-curing States in the world, and we
shonld be produeing suflicient egps for our
own ceninmption.  Despite ouv opportunity
weoare sHID importing loge  geantities of
eaus from the Eastern States.  As members
learat while oo the trip throogh the South-
West, we are making excellent butter and
we all enjoyed it during our trip. To-day,
we are eating butter imported from  the
Bustern States,

Moo Pivkering:
qualitzs ton,

Capt. CARTER: As compared with some
of our own butter, the imporied article iz
inferine. 1 am afraid that the responsibility
it somme fespects jies with the earlier butter
favtories established in Western Anstralia
Thuse furteries did not produce as gnod an
artivle as they should have done, Matters
have been improved now, better machinery
has heen installed, and a better article is

And it i3 of an inferior
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now heing produced than ‘s heing imported.
I hope that this will be the beginning of
an era when the name of Western Australia
will be famous thronghout the world for
its dairying, bacon-euring, and other indus-
tries, and that the South-West will make a
name for itself and continue to maintain
that good name ‘‘till the sands of the desert
grow cold.”’

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [10.]: I was
rather surprised that it was not wntil the
member for Legderville {Capt. Carter) spoke
that we had some reference to pigs. T was
very pleased to be able to partivipate in the
journey to the Houth-West, As [ had been
through the country 24t or 23 vears ago and
again two or three times in the interim, 1
can speak with appreciation of what has heen
done by the pioneers and others who have
settled in those areas. [ was agrecably sur-
prised to find that the soils which we did not
think ecapable of predueing, have proved
under drainage and cultivation, to give good
results,  We appreciate the importance of
subterranean clover, In the wheat belt and
throughout the Great Southern and South-
Western distriets, our soils do need tickling
with sowme fertiliser, The climate is one of
the Lest assets we have in Western Awustra-
lia. There is no part of Western Australia
where stock cannot be turned out throughout
the whole year, to become fat and reproduce
their own species within the 12 months. With
the advantage of such conditions, when we
realise that in other parts of the world the
svttlers have to face six or seven months of
ri'rarons winter, for which they have to make
preparation doring the smmmer months, we
must renlise what advantages we passess, L
kelicve  that the South-West can  produce
more hutter, and that it is possible to main-
toin the flow of milk from cur dairy herds
right throughout the vear at less eapital cost
than T thought possible.  Some hon. mem-
ber has said that ensilage is not necessary
in some parts of the Sonrth-West. That
miay he true to some extent, but T think there
are manv plaees where it is essential that pro-
vision shoulil he made for stoeks of ensilage.
Partiendarly doees that apply to some parts of
the e¢ountry whirk are on higher levels, al-
though it does not, perhaps, apply so mueh
to the river flats,

My, Money:  Some of those higher plains

retain th» moisture better than the river
fluts.
Mr. HARRISON:  The member for Buan

bory (Mr, Mouex) has had more experience
ir this part of the State, but T elni that wr
have vet to prove his contention. At Bruns
wirk, wo saw n farm where we wore told the
1o 1 hiad been Tollowed and eultivated, Then
vpw g thick vignrova crop of Spanish radish
Wihat could be bhetter than to run a mowe
through that erop and store it away for en
silage, allowing the eatile to eat it when
ever they felt so inclined, TIf what we .av
was the result of enltivation and fertilising
it demonstrates that there is room for
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provision of ensilage in those parts of the
State. T look forward to much greater devel-
opment in the South-West. The member for
Lesderville (Capt. Carter) referred to the
baecon curing industry.  Equally with the
hon. member, I was surprised to see so few

pigs Auring the progress of our tomr. Pigs
coulil Dbe maintained and developed right
through the &istriets we visited. We saw

vrops of peas on the farm which have heen
particularly rveferred to as vigorous and as
healthy as I have seen anywhere, Tf there was
n shortage of wheat and offal, what was to
prevent the farmers glowmg the best cereal
erops for pigs, namely peas!?

Mr, Money: You cannot have peas always;
they have to change their crops. We have to
send products to the Wheat Belt, just as we
require products from other parts of the
State.

Mr. HARRISOX: Some of the farms
showed evidence of the growth of good crops
of peas which, however, had been plonghed
in to provide the neeessary nitrogen for the
soil. It is only a matter of getting a few
neres more wpder coltivation and the de-
velopment of the pig industry ean be main-
tained. There can he no more prefitable in-
Justry than pig-raising and bacon-curing for
the next three vears, at any rate. Regarding
the dairying industry, we saw three or fonr
really good herds.  As to bhow we should
seenre the development of good dairy herds
in the quickest possible time, T suggest that
memhers should tnrn to page 32 of the latest
awnual report of the Department of Agri-
sulture and stwdy the figures provided there,

vegarding the pure breeds herd testing
seheme.  These  hatter  tests  afford  the
best methods of choosing sires. 1 the Agri-

sultnral Department want to develop dairying,
theyr cannot do better than distribute
wmongst the dairy farmers, particularly thosce
seftted in groups, the most suitable class of
wmimals. The Government have eontrol of a
pure bred Shorthorn herd at (Maremont, and
of a good line of stock at Wooroloo. They
an get Avrshires, milking Shorthorns and
Terseys, and let the various dairymen choose
pure bred stock. By these means the Gor-
rnment can point the way and assist set-
tlers to aobtain first class dairy herds.
[t i3 necessary that cxtreme care should
he taken in handling the timher areas.
The timber should he reserved for future
15¢, while land more suitable for agriculture
thonid be cultivated. Survevs and roands are
1ecessary throughout thoge areas, so that the
dimber on the hill slopes may be taken out
without resuming land for railway purposes.
A good deal has heen said abont drainage.
[t is clear that after passing Pm}arra drain-
e is bevond th~ offorts of privaté persons.
[f we are to snend the State's money on
1rainage, the land served by the dramagc
scheme must be made fully produetive in
arder that it will retarn interest on the
:apital ontlay and give the highest agricnl-
tural reswit. Those lands shouvld he sub-
divided ito areas which could be developed
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in from 13 to 20 years. Small arcas in pre-
ferenee to large will be required, and a per-
centage of the private land within the drain-
age scheme should revert to the (rown. At
present those lands are of but little use ox-
cept that they afford stock an oceasional
chanpe from the hills. Under a drain-
age scheme with cleser settlemeny, the value
of thoge lands would be materially increased,
and there woulil he the unearned increment
to consider,

Mr. Lutey: Unimproved land values taxa-
tion would fix it,

Mr. HARRISON: No, that wouid not meet
the case, because those among the land
owners who are finaneially strcmg couid af-
ford to pay the tax, whereas the
weaker men would have to relinguish their
land. [t has been =nid that the Railway De-
partment are going te transpert gravel to
arcas where it is vequired. That gravel
should be deposited at the nearest possible .
point to the place where it is to be used.
Thus will the railways assist in the develop-
ment of the Sonth-West roads. The mavket-
ing problem will he a vital one. We fre-
quently hear of the troubles of fruit and
vegetable growers in getting fair results dur-
ing the short annual peried of surplus. Co-
operation will furnish the best means of
overcoming the difficulty, There is alto-
gether too great a margin hetween the money
rercived by the producer and that which the

corsumer  pays.  The fruitgrowers clear
land, plant trees, prine them and care for
them  until  they reach the remunerative

stage, and then the men who distribute the
produet get 100 per cent. more than they
pay for it. 1 eannot understand the fruit-
growers allowing the middlemen to get more
ont of the industry than do ‘the growers.
The whole difficulty would he met if the
growers conducted theiv own marketing. The
member  for Sussex  (Mr. Pickering) con-
tended that the best thing to do was to get
markets in the ecity contres. 1 do net think
that will meet the difieulty. The majority
of the consuming public will not go to war-
ket and take home their purehases. What is
required to be done is to establish in ecity
and  subwrban areas a  bi-weekly supply
through the growers’ own organisation. Tt
conld be very well done hy means of light
motor lorries distributing the products. 1
was pleased to mnotice that the Premier is
not only going to spend money in the South-
West, but intends te assist in clearing much
Iarger areas throughout the wheat helt. Tt
i= essential that.produetion should bhe stimu-
lated ir every branch, By doing that, we
shall he encouraging immigration to Western
Mostralia from the Eastern States and elve-
where, We cannot get inereased prodoction
without a further capital outlay, anl we ean
not afford to shirk that outlay, hecase we
must have increased population in the agri-
cultural areas.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is not
of much uss shifting population from one
part of Australia to another.
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Mr. HARRISOX: But we can never de-
velop our primary industries in this State
under existing conditions, I still hold that
our settlers would have got home and dried
much more quickly if they had had smaller
holdings. Tt is of no use having too much
virgin land. Much better is it to fully de-
velep the land one has anil then, if necessary,
purchase some mare from his neighbour, or,
alternatively, sell out and take on a larger
Lolding. We have to cousider the position
of those farmers in the wheat belt who are
more than 123, miles from a railway. This
morniny, with others, T interviewed the Min-
ister for Agpriculture. Ile. is willing to
assiat

The Ministér for Agriculture: I want you
to help yourselves,

My, HARRISOX: That is why I mention
the matter bere, in order that it might get
publicity, It is all a question of self-help
if we are to get the greatest result. The
men in the wheat belt are willing to help
tlemselves. That is why they want to cut
out the time spent in carting and apply it
to cultivation. T trust the farmers will gice
the nocessary data, ineluding the quantities
that are to bhe removed, and show that they
arc willing to co-operate in improving the
pesition.  In conclusion, let me say that I
appreciate the way in which the residents of
the South-West afforded facilities in order
that we mighf see the maximum land in the
minimum time, and [ wish to thank them for
having done so much to make our sojourn
comfortable and pleasant.

{Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Mr. MUXNSIE (Hannans) [10.30]): There
are a few matters 1 wish {0 mention in con-
nection with the recent trip to .the South-
West, One of the things that impressed me
most was the Fairbridge farm school I
wish to make the admission that while I was
not previcusly prejudiced against the Fair-
bridge farm school, until I had seen it I
entertained n false impression as to what it
really was. Having seen it, I am of opinion
that this Tfarm schoel is deing a wenderfully
gaod work in the interests of the future
generation, I believe that Mr. Fairbridge has
gathered around him a staff that will comipare
favourably with that of any other institution
in Australia. , For absolute emthusiasm in
their work I was never in an ipstitution in
this or in any other State that eould com-
pare with the FWairbridge staff. I have re-
peatedly =aid that the land from Pinjarra
south has been wasted, But from my experi-
ence on the trip and my econversation with
gome of the old settlers of Pinjarra, T must
say that the land around Pinjarra did not
impress me very greatly, There is some
gooil land in the river beds of Pinjarra, hut
there is a consideralle area of land around
Pinjarra which at present is almost useless.

The Minister for Agriculture: You are
treading on dangerous ground there.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, MUXSIE: This does not apply to
many of the holdings as ome proceeds fur-
ther south. The next point that strutk me
was the method of settlement now being
adopted in the South-West. X congratulate
the Government on the establishment of the
group settlement system. I believe this
scheme will mean the solving of the problem
of settling fthe South-West. We saw many
very fine examples of what could he achieved
by individual effort, bLut the task hefore
ar individual of carving a home for himself
in the greater portion of the conmtey
we traversed must be almost heart-lireaking,
and one woull need to be a supcerman to
undertake it, Under the group settlement
svstern there is a big future hefore this part
of {he State. I wish to say a word regarding
somne of the repurchased estates in the Sowth-
West and the effort being miade to inerease
produetion,  We visited the Brooklands es-
tate and I had the privilege of driving over
a portion of it with one of the oldest scttlers,
a thoroughly practical man who had made
gond. From what T saw I believe the soldiers
there will eventnally make goord, but the
State ar Federal Government, whoever ure
responsible for granting asgsistanee to {hese
settlers, must do a little more than they are
doing during the firat two or three years. It
was interesting to hear the different remarks
passed by the settlers. I regret that the
member for West Perth (Mrs. Cowan) is not
in her seat.

Mr. -Underwood: Why?

AMr, MUNSIE: I wish to refer to her and
I do not like to mention the name of any hon.
member whe is not present.

Mr. Underwood: Well, I will respond for
her.

Mr. MUNSIE: On that estate T met the
wives of sgveral settlers and conversed with
them as te what they thought of their pros-
peets.  One of them expressed the belief
that they would get on all right now that
they had a woman in Parliament. T am very
much afraid that those scttlers who entertain
this view will be greatly disappointed if they
rely upon the efforts of the member for West
Perth. T say this because the hon. member
has had only one opportunity since Darlia-
ment met

Mr. Underwood: That lhas nathing to do
with agriculture.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, it has. The women
settled on the Brooklands estate are produe-
ing agricultural prodvets, and it is time
tnough for me to refrain from referring to
it when the Chairman objeets. I was ahonut
to say that the memher for West Perth had
hod only onec oppertunity so far to do some-
thing in the interests of the womenfolk gen-
erally, and she then voted against the pro-
pesal. 1 am afraid the hon. member i3 not
poing tn be the success that some people an-
ticipated. Whatever system or policy  the
Government advocate for settling the South-
West or any other portion of the State, they
must make the life attractive for the women.
To do this they must grant more assistance
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than they are giving as regards home com-
forts for the women. On these repurchased
estates the settlers are harder up against
things for the first two or three years than
the men who take on the group settiement
work on virgin country.

The Minister for Agriculture: Of course
they are.

Mr. MUNSIE: I diseussed the matter with
experts during the trip and T am of opinion
that, under the group scttlement, - a man
has probably five years of hard work in front
of him with the opportunity of very few home
comforts, but that he will eventually make
good. 'While he is doing that bard work
he can under the present system carn suffie-
ient to keep himgelf, his wife and family.
Settlers on the repurchased estates have not
got that opportunity, even though the land
was cleared for them. Subdivide any area
and put new settlers on it, and what chanes
have 90 per cent. of them of making a living
during the first year? They cannot possibly
do it; they must receive some assistance. At
the end of 12 months they have to pay their
rents, and the very best of them cannot earn
sufficient on their holdings to keep body and
soul together, much less pay their rents. [
admit that a pgreat portion of the South-
West needs draining. 1 was very favourably
impressed with the tens of thonsands of acres
that do not nced draining., From Pinjarra
to the coast and from the railway as far as
Buanbury, the bulk of the land needs drain.
ing.

Mr, Money: The country from Donnybrook
to the voast needs draining.

AMr. MUNSIE: On the other side, in the
Bridgetown and Pemberton districts, none of
the land, in my opinion, needs much draining,
and any drainage that is required eould be
done by the settlers themselves, becanse there
is a fall for the water to get away.
During our trip we saw many magnificent
lismesteads. We also saw several fine home-
steads around which there was not more than
150 acres of ecleared or partially cleared land.
Bome of these holdings ran into 4,000 acres.
Before we can suceessfully develop the South-
Woest these large holdings must be sub-div-
ided. No man can successfully work more
than 100 acres of the rich soil in the South-
West. That arca is ample for any man,

Mr. Piekering: Dungey’s 30 acres is an
example of that.

Mr, MUNSIE: Another man near Bridge-
town on 37 aeres has made a fortune. Un-
fortunately some of the aettlers who are
working on 100 acres are comstantly asking
for more land, whercas they have already as
much as they can possibly handle. I was
pleased to hear the remarks of the Leader
of the Opposition. I, too, will be pleased
to do anything I can to asgist in the develop-
ment of the Scuth-West. I ask members who
represent the Southern portion of the State,
irrespective of the party to which they may
helong, to reciprocate and to do what they
can in the interests of the mining industry.
I have known the goldfields for 20 years and
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worked in the industry for 12 years. I know
what effect the industry has upon the health
of the men engaged in it. Those who are on
wages have only three things before them—
one, that they end their days in the Old
Men’s Home, another that they die a prema-
ture death, and another that they go to the
sanatorium and thence to the cemetery. We
are sometimes chided becanse we advoeate
the claims of the workers, and do not agree
that the agriculturist is the hardest worker
in the State. I agree that the farmer has a
great deal of hard work to do, but the man
who goes on the land and works hard is cre-
ating a heritage for himself and his depend-
ants. Ninety per cent. of those who settls
on the land eventually have something to fall
back upon, but 90 per cent. of those who
work for wages, particularly those engaged
in the mining industry, have nothing what-

ever at the end of their term. Anything
I ean do to dissuade a young man
from starting in  the mining industry

and from going underground I will de, in
his own interests and in the interests of the
State as well as Australin as a whole. We
ghould encovrage as many people as possible
to go on the land. With the exception of the
Hunter River, there is possibly no place in
Australin where there is such fine land for
cultivation as there is in the South-West.

The Minister for Agriculture: Or with a
more reliable rainfall,

Mr. MUNSIE: The and is equal to any-
thing I have seen.

Mr. Underwood: Some of it.

Mr. MUNSIE: A good deal of it is. The
Merrivale estate is portion of the Bunbury
estate and was repurchased for the settle-
ment of soldiers. The five soldiers who are
geftled there are on land so good that in my
opinion one aere of it is better than ten neres
of the area remaining ymsettled. I under-
stand there are 15,000 acres of land in close
proximity to this settlement, which is not
being culiivated. The Government should re-
purchase it and settle it. If I were com-
pelled fo go on the land ns an oeceupation, L
think I should certainly go to Merrivale. 1
believe the soil is the best that ean be found
and that the conditions arc the best that
exist in Western Aunstralia, Of conrse there
are pests to be contended with in the South-
‘West, and money has been expended upon
the eradieation of those pests. The Minister
should see that the chemists attached to the
department do more than they bave dome in
the past to get rid of these pests. The re-
porta of the heads and advisers of the de-
partments have not been all they should be.
In my opinion a little more energy should
ba put in, and a little more light should be
afforded to settlers proposing to earve out
homes for themselves, and something more
done to prevent ruination coming to those
who are already engaged in the task. T trust
the Minister will sce that the experts do that
work; and T hope that if they do not do it
he will have enough backbone to put them out
and to put in others who will do it.
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Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [1051]: 1
have no very great complaint to make re-
garding these Estimates. However, in reply
to the criticism of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion on the appointment of Mr. Sutton as
Director of Agriculture, let me say that in
my opinion that appointment will prove
successful. I have known Mr. Sutton, and
to some extent have worked with him; and
I am aware that above all things he is a
trier and a worker. Although he is a
scientist, he is a scicntist as regards wheat;
and an intelligent man who trics can make
a success of almost any position ome can
put him in. T believe Mr. Sutton will do
good work in his present position. We have
heard to-night a great deal about the South-
West, I suppose mainly a8 the result of the
recent trip. I have had the opportunity of
Jooking at the South-West for 26 years. To
thos¢ who come along and tell us that the
South-West is another Gippsland, I reply
that they are wrong, and that it is not
another Gippsland. All the same, it i3 good
vountry. However, it represents a problem
on its own. If we try to work the South-
West of this State as one would work
Gippsland, we shall fail. TIn fact, that is
the mistake we have made in the past. We
lave brought from the East men wo try
to apply Eastern methols to utterly dis-
similar eountry. One reason why I like the
sppointment of Mr. Sutten Is that he has
now been here for a considerable number
of vears, and that the knowledge he brought
with him he has in the meantime supple-
mented by experience of the special con-
ditions of this country. Western Anstralia
hiay te solve its problems on its own, T re-
peat, we have heard a Iot abont the South-
West, But we have not heard a single
word about the North-West.

Hon, I, Collier: There is no agriculture
in the North-West, and these ure the Agri-
© cultural Estimates.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There is no agricul-
ture in  the XNorth-West, and there never
will be if we allow the Routh-West to
dominate the position. T want to peint out
that we North-West representatives do not
come to Parlinment or to the Government
begging for assistance. The North-West
pays in land rents alene £100,000 o year.
Tt would be only reasonable to ask that
Parliament  sheuld give the North-West
haek half that rweant for the purpose of
development, The South-West, while pay-
ing nothing, is drawing our £100,000 and
wanting money out of loan funds as well.

Mr, Moneyr: You have had our market all
these years, and bhave left us undeveloped.

AMr. UNDERWOOD: The hon. member’s
district can have our market. What I have
sugrested is a fair proposition.

Mr, Money: What about the Wyndham
Meat Works? )

Mr. ONDERWOOD: T will tell the hon.
memhber abont those works when we come
to them. We have heard a great deal of

[ASSEMBLY.|

talk about the necessity for eating fruit.
The member for East Perth (Mr. Simons)
wants to educate the people to eat fruit.
Rut the men who won the war mostly ate
meat. Meat is what I have been reared on.
It is what the pioneers of Australia have
been reared on, When members talk about
what to eat, I say the North can produce
what puts stamipna into men. T regret the
member for East Perth is not present. After
the rather nasty remark he made to me I
want to say to that elongated, mosquito-
bitten member that, whether the fruit is
distilled or not distilled, whether 1 take it
in its distilled or in its nmatural state, I am
prepared to meet him in any ecapacity he
likes. He speaks about a publicity eam-
paign, He says we should have a publicity
campaign in regard to our fruit. God forbid
we should bave another such publicity cam-
paign as we got in the ¢'Call’’ in regard
to Bremer Bay oil!  That paper has written
open letters to Rufus Underwood. T have
no doubt the publication of those letiers
inereased the sales. But the ‘‘Call’? will
write no move gpen letters to Rufus Under-
wood for o month or two, It will take the
““Call* all its time to explain away that
ramp, that swindling ramp, of Bremer Bay
0il.  When the Mining Estimates come up
I shall denl further with the matter of
Bremer Bay oil.  In the meantime T just
tell the Chamber this: we do not want any
more publicity campaign of that kind.

AMr. Lutey: We want a different oil.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: And a different man.
As T have said, our South-West is a problem
on its own. It is enc peculiar to Western
Australin.  The South-West has got to be
developed on its own. But there is one poing
T wonld like to make specinlly, and that is in
regard to the timber of the South-West, T
was horn in possibly oune of the best forests
in Australin—the Bullarook forest. T have
Feen in all the forests of Australin, T have
been down in the South-West, and 1 have
seent the karri timber ringbarked there—
dead, ringharked, so that it would make a
man ¢Ty.

Hon. P. Collier: The trees a dead monu-
moent to the living men who ruined them,

Mr, UNDERWOQOI: To the foolishness of
the men who ruined them. Whatever one can
grow in the South-West—and many things
can be grown there—it strikes me, ns onc
who was born in the forests, that in ringing
our timher we are possibly rmining a produet
infinitely more valuable than anything we
can produce from forest lamil. Whatever is
done in the South-West, I wounld say to
those in authority: ‘‘Never destroy timber,
such as T have seen destroyed.”’  Beautiful
karri timber, the finest I have ever seen, and
gome of the finest timber grown in Australia,
is ruthlessly ringbarked and killed, and the
people there are eking out a bare existence.
They pay 10s. an acre for the land and they .
kill £10 or €20 worth of timber on every acre
of it. That sort of thing should nover be
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allowed. There is one other point I would
Yike to make, and that relates to the com-
passion and words of sympathy which have
been utfered  regarding the ploneers, who
went out inte the bush, As one who ‘was
born in the bush, and one of a big family
of relatives still in the bush, T want to say
to you St. George’s-terrace people that we
are pot anxious for your sympathy. We are
doing well and, 80 far as T know, we are not
desirous of coming into the city. The bush,
-ag you people eall it, is treating us well, and
we want no better country.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. K. Maley—Greenongh—in reply)
111.2]: T do not desire to take wp muoch
time in replying to the debate, Not having
had an opportunity, however, of introducing
the Vote, T think it is only right that I should
say something in reply to the speeches and
comments generally regarding the Agricul-

tural Department. T am sorry 1 was
not among those who made the trip
to the South-West. That trip, has per-

haps, been the means of giving the discussion
on the Agricnltural Department’s Estimates
a wider and fuller range than I have ever
before known in this Chamber. As to the
Leader of the Opposition and his criticism of
the appointment of Mr. Sutton to the posi-
tion of Director of Agrieulture, I think he
is entirely wrong in his viewpoint. Mr. Sut-
ton has a thorough knowledge of all the
prineiples and praetices underlying the
seienee of agriculture, Te has specialised in
that subject and was a pupil or disciple of
Jarrer regarding wheat fertilisation. Can it
be said that a man so trained, eannot apply
his knowledge of the prineiples of agriculture
to the other branches of the science anil
direct and co-ordinate the efforts of the
other specialists in the department and work
towards a commen end? 1 want to relate
my expericnce upon first taking office as a
Minister of the Crown, which experience, T
hope, coineides with what T hope way
the trepidation with which the Leader of
the Opposition entered upon his first Minis-
terial duties. When I entered the office, there
was a considerable pile of files awaiting me
on the table, After a comprehensive view of
the pile, and gingerly handling one or two of
them, I finally grabbed one and looked
through it. T found that the measure of my
responsibility concerning the first file was fo
give authorisation for the writing off of the
magnificent sum of 3d. That file had been
minuted from the accountant to the Under
Becretary and from the Under Secretary to
the Minister, T also found that if I wanted
any of the expert officers of the department
to confer with me, my request had to go in a
roundabout fashion through the Under See-
retary or Acting Under Secretary. I found
that there were jealousies creeping in be-
tween certain officers because their functions
averlapped to some extent. The Leader of
the Opposition knows that there are eertain
agricultural aspeets that enter inteo the con-
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sideration of wmatters affecting the South-
West, equally with the wheat bhelt. The
same thing applies to rabbit inspection and
s on. To avoll this endless secretaria} work
and the gircumlocution that was going on,
and in order to get better co-operation and
concentration of cffort in the department, I
was led to make the appointment of a tech-
nical officer as head of the Department of
Agriculture,

Hon. P. Collicr:
that way.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T am just as convinced that 1 will get it
as the Leader of the Oppaosition is convinced
that I will not get it,

Hon. P. Collier: XNow you have a director
whe will minute the file to write off that 3d,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is not the position at all, There is a
secretary to the department now who relicves
the techunieal officer of a large proportion of
the clerieal work that the head of the de-
partment mdertook before, As to the refer-
ences of the Leader of the Opposition to the
vermin branch of the department, for some
time back we have been giving considerable
attention to the work of the vermin boards
thvoughount the State. Those boards are not
carrying out their funetions under, the Vermin
Act as completely as we anticipated they
would, when the Aet was passed and its ad-
ministration was placed in the hands of those
beoards, I remember a few years ago,
special refereiices were heing made to the
encronchments of the rabbits, and T remem-
bey the particular report the Lieader of the
Opposition read to the Committee. The Chief
Inspeetor of Rabbits was apprehensive that,
with a couple of good seasons, the pest would
get out of hand and all the money spent
upon the eradieation of that pest would bhe
wasted., I rexhember, too, the Leader of the
Opposition returning from the Eastern States
a couple of years ago and annovneing
that lhe had seen millions of rabbits
streaming across the Nullabor Tlains, It
was 2 very graphie descriptien and, as hoen.
members know, the Leader of the Oppoesition
is eapable of giving such a description when
he chooses to do so,

Mr, Angelo: The train mugt have been
going pretty fast.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Before the Chief Tnspector of Rabbits, M.
Crawford, left the department on his long
service leave of 12 months, prior to his re-
tirement, he made a thorongh inspection of
the rabbit-proof fence from Cunderdin north-
wards. In his subsequent report, he said he
was relieved to find that from Cunderdin for
300 miles northwards, svhere rabbits, had pre-
viously been  extremely numerous, he
searcely found a trace of a rabbit. As show.
ing how the department has carried out its
duties in regard to rabbit destruction on
Crown lands, during the last 12 months we
have had 16 poison carts continuously em-

You will not get it in

. played on abandoned L.A.B. farms, Agricul-

tural Bank holdings, and Crown land. We
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have used 6,724 ting of rabbit poisen. Dur-
ing the same period we issued free to the
vermin boards 4,424 tins of poison. So it
will be seen that the ratio of work being
done by the department and by the vermin
boards is altogether out of proportion. TUn-
less a far larger measure of work is under-
taken by the boards, we shall have to re-
view the situation and restore the position to
the hands of the department by an amend-
ment of the Vermin Aect, Some boards are
doing very good work, but it ia not fair to
those boards on the outer fringe who are
satisfactorily performing their duties that
other boards closer in should mot strike any
rate, or should strike a rate only sufficient
for the payment of salaries to their secre-
taries.

My, Marshall: The inner cirele is pro-
tected by the outer circle.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: 1
want to asupplement the predietion of the
Premier that we are to see greater things.
We have a fair sized job in the development
of the State, whether in the South-West or
the North-West, or to the east or even to the
west. Qur climate lends itself to the great-
est individual man power produection in the
world. I do not know any other country
where two men can cnltivate and harvest and
deliver a 500 acre crop by their own efforts,
Taking inte consideration the Ilaborious
methods and proeesses of production in North-
ern America, people who say that Australia
is but an infinitesimal faetor in the world’s
prodnetion of wheat, are uttering a partial
truth. I would remind those people that
although Australia produces but two per
cent. of the world’s wheat, yet she puts
afloat 14 per ecent. of the world’s exportable
gurplus of wheat.

Hon. P. Collier: As an exporter of wheat,
the United States are now praetically out of
it. They are producing onl» just cnough
for their own econsumption.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T helieve that within 10 years, without any
wpevial effort by the patural development of
the wheat belt, we onght to reach the 00
million stame; but by clearing aml putting
in an additional eouple of millien acres, anil
doing the job three times as quickly, within
five yvears we ought to attain te the position
of being the sccond wheat producing State,
if not the first, in Awstralia, In regard teo
onr enrrant and raisin production and our
clox o settlement development, it is of no use
investing all this capital if we are going to
negloet the guestion of finding a market for
our gooils,

Hen. P. Collier: That is the whole point.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is the key-note of the whole position.
1t has been reeeiving the attention of the
State Premiers in confcrence in Melbourne.
I think a poliecy will be enunciated under
which a mueh greater effort will be made,
nnt only in regard to looking abroad for mar-
lints, but in seeing to it that what we ex-
port shall be right vp to trade description
and sample. Tremendous harm has been

[ASSEMBLY.]

done in Australia by the exporting of goods
nit up to trade deseription, Ii is of no use
pittting a brand on the outside of a case
notifying that the contents are of inferior
quality, unless every tin or bottle inside the
erse is branded also.

Mr, Money: That sending away of inferior
bntter was mest unfortunate.

Hon. P, Collier: Look at the bad advertize-
ment we got from that inferior flour sent
to South Africa.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We should take particular care in regard to
processing. We produce the best wool and
wheat in the world, and we have the best
raisin and currant growing country ever dis-
envered.

Hon, P. Collier: Morcover, the State is
capable of producing every metal known to
sclence,

The MINISTER IFOR AGRICULTURE:
I believe we are on the eve of embarking on
a beld, vigorous and forward policy.

Hon, P. Collier: Is not the all-important
question of finding markets the duty of the
Commonwealth?

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
At the conference I suggested that the hest
{hing the Commonwealth CGovernment conld
do, seeing that they had some ships tied up
or about to be tied up, would be to fit out
a Commonwealth trade exhibit en much the
sante lines as has been fitted out in the
“Rangareo.”’ If they had prepaved a float-
ing exhibit of this kind and had guaranteed
to sell up to the standard of the exhibits, it
wonld have been passible to pick up plenty
of husiness—more than by appointing addi-
tional trade commissioners in London. Al-
ready we have exhibits in the office of every
State Agent General.

Mr. Lamhert: They are exhibits, too!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
A fleating exhibitinn of onr commoedities
woulil have vesulted in much pgreater good.
We wanld have heen able te display our pro-
duets to prospective boyers in all parts of
the world, I thank wmembers for their
kindly eriticism. I onght to be gratified be-
cpuse, during the period I have been in the
House, I have never keown sueh a full de-
bate us has taken place on the Department
of Agricolture to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: I think it is the fullest
and best all-round debate I have heard on
the Estimates.

This concluded the general debate on the
Estimates of the Department of Agrieulture.

Ttem, Director, £852:

Mr. MOXEY: It is the intention of the
Premier to double our wheat production aed
there i3 no wheat expert in the State equal
to the Director of Apgriculture, Mr. Sutton,

The Premier: But he is not goinp to
double the area.

Mr. MONEY: He is the moest capable
wheat expert in Awustralia, and it will be a
distinet loss if his services are not so freely
available to the settlers of the wheat belt
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as they were formerly. The South-West is
so great that the appointment of a South-
West Commissioner should be warranted.

. The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Mr. Sutton is capable of directing the work
in the whealt belt, beeause he still has his
trained speejalists and the Chapman and Mer-
redin State farms.

Mr. Lambert: The necd must be growing
less every year.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We still have the same expert advice for the
South-West. Mr. Wickens, officer in charge
of the freit industry, is in the department
and is one of our most efficient officers., In
future, perhaps, the development of the South-
West may justify the appointment of a highly-
trained officer, but at present the staff is as
efficient as formerly.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I sincerely hope that
the expectations of the Minister with regard
to the position to which Mr. Sntton haa been
appointed will be fuolfiled. T still held
strongly to the view I expressed carlier jn
the evening. The Minister, of course, wonld
not bave made the appointment unless he
had felt sure that it would prove successful;
bot as ocne who has had some years of ex-
perience as a Minister, I might be permitted
to advise the Minister for Agriculture that
he will have to be very watchful and carcful
to see that Mr. Sutton, in his new position,
does not develop into a rontine officer hand-
ling files and papers in the office in Perth.
T know the Minister has no desire that this
shownld happen, but I fear that, as a result
of the numerous head office dnties Mr. Suot-
ton has to perform, it iz almost imevitable
that the permanent head of the department
will beecome head of the city office handling
files and so forth, and the benefit of his tech-
nical knowledge will be lost to the State.

Vote put and passed.

This completed the Estimates of the De-
partment of Agriculture.

Progress reported.

Houge adjourned ai 71.36 pm,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 430
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—COMMONWEALTH BANK
NOTES, STATE TAXATION.

Hon, J. EWING (for Hon. A. Lovekin)
asked the Minister for Education: Does the
Commouwealth Bank pay tax to the State
oh its note issue?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: No.

LEAVE OF ARSENCE.

On wotion by Hon. J, Ewing leave of ab-
sence for twelve consecutive sittings granted
to the Hon, F. E. 8. Willmott (Sonth-West)
on the ground of ill-health.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor reeeived and
read notifying assent to the State Children
Act Amendment Bill,

BILL—WHEAT MARKETING.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Asesmbly notifying that
it had agreed to make amendments Nos, 2, 3,
5 to 9 inclusive, that it had declined to make
No. 4, and had made No. 1 with modifieations,
now considered.

= ~In-Commuttes. -~

Hon. J, Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
for Education in charge of the Bill

No. 1. Council’s requested amendment—
Clause 5, Subclause 1, paragraph (b): After
the word ‘‘advances’’ insert ‘‘not exceeding
three shillings per bushel,’’ and add the
words ‘“and may charge the wheat acquired
under this Act and the proceeds with the
repayment of advances®’:

Assembiy’s modifications: 1, Omit the pro-
posed words ‘‘not excceding three shillings



